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CELEBRATING 90 YEARS
OF EXCELLENCE

Our co-founder Jack Stephens
famously said, he did not have a 10-
year plan, but a 100-year plan. As
we celebrate our 90th year in
business, we do so with a
commitment to serve our clients
and communities today and for
decades to come.

STEPHENS INC. • MEMBER NYSE, SIPC@Stephens_Inc • Stephens.com



Arkansans’ talents are displayed in 
countless ways. Come experience 
the thrilling culture, collections and 
creativity we’ve curated for you.

Learn more at ArkansasHeritage.com.

“ Arts Across Arkansas” 
youth competition, 
hosted by Arkansas 
Arts Council, an agency 
of Arkansas Heritage

ARTISTIC ARKANSAS
CREATIVE ARKANSAS
EXPRESSIVE ARKANSAS
AUTHENTIC ARKANSAS 

ARKANSAS ARTS COUNCIL
ARKANSAS HISTORIC PRESERVATION PROGRAM
ARKANSAS NATURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION
ARKANSAS STATE ARCHIVES

DELTA CULTURAL CENTER
HISTORIC ARKANSAS MUSEUM
MOSAIC TEMPLARS CULTURAL CENTER
OLD STATE HOUSE MUSEUM



Balancing Act.
The skill, grace, and balance demonstrated by the world’s finest 
ballet dancers is awe inspiring.  We, too, balance and deliver 
our core values of Planning, Transparency, and Discipline in our 
service to clients.

These values are designed to produce positive financial 
outcomes over time, delivered with fiduciary care, unconflicted 
advice, and a low fee structure.  You deserve nothing less than 
this level of care when it comes to reaching your long-term 
financial goals.

Call to learn more or visit our website at ARfinancial.com.

A  R E G I S T E R E D  I N V E S T M E N T  A D V I S O R Y  F I R M

Left to right:
Ralph Broadwater, M.D., CFP®, Mary McCraw, CFP®, Rick 
Adkins, CFP®, Kristina Bolhouse, CPA/PFS, CFP®



 A R f i n a n c i a l . c o m

10 01  N .  U n i v e r s i t y  A v e n u e ,  S t e .  2 0 0 

L i t t l e  R o c k  •  ( 5 01 )  376 - 9 0 51

Scan to learn more



little rock • west
the promenade at chenal

little rock • midtown
the midtowne shopping center

rogers, ar
pinnacle hills promenade

bold burgers
fresh salads
inspired cocktails
local beer

An Arkansas Original

bigorangeburger.com

DRINKS
Best

HAPPEN
HERE

Before or after the show, 
come sip with us! 

1201 MAIN STREET / IN  THE HEART
OF SOMA



arcf.org

P E R F O R M A N C E  I S  O U R  F O U N D A T I O N

We are setting the stage to build better commuities in Arkansas 
— to become the places your kids will want to raise their kids. 
By strategically funding a variety of local nonprofits 
we engage people, connect resources, and inspire 
solutions that build community.





FROM THE CEO

 
Dear ASO supporters, music lovers, people who took piano when 
young and have always regretted quitting, former high school 
band or ASYO members, and anyone who is out for a night of 
fun and relaxation, 

I am pleased to welcome you here today to hear your Arkansas 
Symphony Orchestra perform with new Music Director Geoffrey 
Robson. I could not be more excited about the future. I am so 
thankful that Geoffrey was selected to lead the orchestra by a 
unanimous decision of the Search Committee, chaired by Dr. Denise Compton. Geoff  
cares deeply about the ASO, Little Rock, children, music education, and Arkansas. We 
could not be in better hands with our new leader. Deepest gratitude to the musicians,  
board members, and staff that served and gave hundreds of hours to this search. 

Our next important work is building the ASO Stella Boyle Smith Music Center.  
One hundred years ago, Stella Boyle Smith invited a group of musicians to perform in  
her living room. In fall of 2024, ASO will finally have its first permanent home and be  
able to broadcast the music of ASO into every living room in Arkansas! Thank you to 
Brigita Gardner, Chair of the Crescendo Campaign, for leading us through an $11.75M 
capital campaign to bring this project to a reality. 

Thank you to all of you who contributed to make the new community music center  
a reality for our state. We envision the ASO Stella Boyle Smith Music Center being a  
“Radically-Welcoming Hub of Musical Activity for All Arkansans.” We want everyone  
who walks into the space to see themselves there. A committee of community leaders led  
by Susan Marsh contributed ideas for how they want to use the music center to further  
their missions and serve our children, seniors, and community members with music- 
making and education. 

To ensure the future of current programs and to take full advantage of the possi- 
bilities of the new Music Center, the ASO is embarking on a $3M endowment campaign,  
Encore. As you may be reading or hearing in the news, the performing arts are navigating  
new challenges in the aftermath of the pandemic. By adding $3M to the current $10M 
endowment, we will ensure that the ASO remains financially healthy and continues  
to consistently balance its budget. The ASO has balanced its budget for 14 years, which  
enabled us to continue serving the community with music during the pandemic. Sustaining  
a solid financial foundation enables ASO to employ musicians of impeccable artistry to  
live, teach, and play in Little Rock and the state of Arkansas. 

Thank you all for being here today for your Arkansas Symphony Orchestra. If you  
are a subscriber or concert member, thank you for your commitment. If you would like  
to become a subscriber or concert member, or are interested in participating on the Board  
of Advisors or Directors, please reach out to me at clittlejohn@arkansassymphony.org.  
If you want to learn more about ASO, the programs of the E. Lee Ronnel Music Academy, 
or see more of the new logo designed by Cranford Co., please visit our website  
at www.ArkansasSymphony.org. 

 Thank you for your participation. I hope you enjoy yourself and come back again  
and again. 

 Christina Littlejohn
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FROM THE MUSIC DIRECTOR

Dear Music Lover,
It is an honor to welcome you to the symphony as the Music Director of your Arkansas 

Symphony Orchestra! This is a historic year for ASO and the performing arts in central 
Arkansas, and I am so happy that you are taking part in it with us. 

This is a season with something for everybody. If this is your first time attending, we 
welcome you and hope this will be the first of many world-class performances you enjoy! We 
would love to hear about your experience, and hope you’ll reach out if you have any questions. 

I have never been more optimistic about the future of orchestral music. In putting 
together concerts, I like to mix pieces of music that are historically famous with music 
composed by contemporary living talent, and music that history has improperly overlooked. 
There is more great music being written right now for orchestra than at any point I can 
remember. Composers you’ll hear this year on our Masterworks series, such as Anna Clyne, 
Jonathan Bailey Holland, Chen Yi, and others, have such an extraordinary wealth of 
influences and styles in their music that it is inspiring, genre-bending greatness with every 
note. Older works get new life breathed into them each time the ASO takes them up: 
transcendent moments of beauty for us to enjoy together as an audience and performers.

Orchestras can now play entire film scores live while the movie plays on a big screen 
above the orchestra. This technological feat, and the resulting performance from your ASO, 
gives new meaning to the term high-definition! Capathia Jenkins, who brought the house 
DOWN when she performed Tribute to Aretha Franklin with us, returns this spring in She’s 
Got Soul, which will be equally memorable as we celebrate the great American genre of soul 
music. We will celebrate the total solar eclipse in April 2024, with a performance of The 
Planets, a celestial musical journey through the heavens and its accompanying astrology. 

Lastly, there is such an astounding array of musical talent in our city and across the 
community; it is one of my great joys that we can seek out and feature local artists, support 
emerging careers, and uplift us all. We have never been more dedicated to making live music 
performance one of the great connectors in our community. This is why we embarked on  
a first-of-its-kind project for an orchestra with our upcoming Arkansas Talent performances. 
Six finalists will sing with the symphony in May, competing for the chance to be our 
headlining vocalist for next season’s Home for the Holidays concerts.

Your ASO is more accessible than ever. The $9/month concert membership allows  
one to enjoy any of our concerts for a consistent low monthly rate. It makes a perfect gift  
for someone you think will enjoy our music! Are you an amateur orchestral musician? Our 
Community Orchestra, directed by our new Associate Conductor—Valery Saul—is a 
fabulous opportunity to get back into the music-making community! Our youth orchestras 
are an incredible opportunity for students to grow musically, learn leadership skills, and  
have a lot of fun doing it. Beginner child or adult lessons, volunteer opportunities, social 
gatherings with music as the common denominator…Visit www.arkansassymphony.org  
to get started.

Thank you again for attending this performance! We are YOUR orchestra, professional 
musicians dedicated to performing at the highest level, and sharing the depth of our love  
for live music to all of Little Rock and the central Arkansas community. 

 

 Geoffrey Robson
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we            here for a 
better state of health

From cancer to orthopaedics, 
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PROGRAM

Saturday, March 9, 2024 • 7:30 PM Sunday, March 10, 2024 • 3:00 PM 
Robinson Performance Hall Little Rock, Arkansas

F I R S T  O R I O N  P O P S  S E R I E S

She’s Got Soul
Geoffrey Robson, conductor
Capathia Jenkins, vocalist

BACKGROUND VOCALS

Rajdulari  •  Randy Chalmers  •  Sydney Brooke Harper

 BELL/SMITH/BROWN, ET AL  Celebration  
 arr. Sam Shoup

 ADKINS/EPWORTH  Rolling in the Deep  
 arr. Daryl McKenzie

 DAVID WOLINSKI Ain’t Nobody 
 arr. Daryl McKenzie

 BAKER/JOHNSON/BIAS  Sweet Love 
 arr. Daryl McKenzie

 STEVIE WONDER Sir Duke 
 arr. Michael Mossman

 GAMBLE/HUFF  Love Train 
 arr. Daryl McKenzie

 JIM WEATHERLY  Midnight Train to Georgia 
 arr. Sam Shoup

 HAYES/PORTER  Soul Man 
 arr. Roger Holmes

c o n t i n u e d  n e x t  p a g e

To find a doctor, visit
UAMS.Health/Playbill
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 PHARRELL WILLIAMS  Happy 
 arr. John Bachalis

 DOLLY PARTON  I Will Always Love You 
 arr. Daryl McKenzie

I N T E R M I S S I O N

 ROD TEMPERTON  Thriller 
 arr. Bill Holcombe 

 ADKINS/EPWORTH  Theme from Skyfall 
 arr. J.A.C Redford

 DIANE WARREN  Unbreak My Heart 
 arr. Sam Shoup

 McKAY/WILLIS  September 
 arr. Chris Walden

 ADU/ST. JOHN  Smooth Operator 
 arr. Cy Payne

 McFARLANE  I Am Strong 
 arr. Matt Podd

 JAMES BROWN  Papa’s Got a Brand New Bag 
 arr. Sam Shoup I Got You (I Feel Good)

 TRADITIONAL  This Little Light of Mine 
 arr. Matt Podd

She’s Got Soul continued

PLEASE SILENCE ALL ELECTRONIC DEVICES. THANK YOU.
Use of  cameras and recording equipment is not permitted in the concert hall.

The Arkansas Symphony Orchestra is supported in part by a grant from the  
Arkansas Arts Council, an agency of the Department of Arkansas Heritage.



ORCHESTRA

She’s Got Soul
GEOFFREY ROBSON, Conductor, Pamela Diane Stephens Conductor’s Chair
CAPATHIA JENKINS, Vocalist 
RAJDULARI  •  RANDY CHALMERS  •  SYDNEY BROOKE HARPER, Background Vocals

*ASO-UA Little Rock Partnership Faculty   †Member, Quapaw Quartet   ‡Member, Rockefeller Quartet

VIOLIN
Andrew Irvin 
Concertmaster
Dora Paley Ronnel 
Concertmaster’s Chair
Kiril Laskarov 
Concertmaster
Katherine Williamson
Assistant Concertmaster

*†Meredith Maddox Hicks
Principal Second Violin
Eric M. Hayward 
Memorial Chair

‡Linnaea Brophy
†Charlotte Crosmer

Leanne Day-Simpson
‡Trisha McGovern Freeney

Beth Massa
Sandra McDonald
Tom McDonald
Jordan Musgrave
Kenta Nomura

†Lauren Pokorzynski 
Tarrah Reynolds
Magdalena Ryszkowski
Dan Santelices  
Leigh Wing

VIOLA
‡Katherine Reynolds

Principal
Dr. Howard & Celia 
Barnhard Chair
Joe Joyner

†Timothy MacDuff
Thomas McDonald
Julian Pranata
Beth Robison

CELLO
David Gerstein
Principal
Linda Garner Riggs Chair
Casey Buck
Rafael León

†Travis Scharer
Kristin Smith

‡Jacob Wunsch

BASS
Sara Neilson
Ian Collins
Patrick McKerlie
Andrew Cody Williams

FLUTE
Carolyn Brown
Principal
Leanne Hampton
Gabriel Vega

PICCOLO
Gabriel Vega

OBOE
Leanna Renfro
Principal
Rachel Fuller 
Memorial Chair
Beth Wheeler

ENGLISH HORN
Beth Wheeler
Principal

CLARINET
Karla Fournier
Janice Bengtson
Lyle Wong

BASS CLARINET
Lyle Wong

BASSOON
Susan Bell León
Principal
Marissa Takaki

SAXOPHONE
Barry McVinney
Matt Taylor
Brandon Dorris
Dave Williams II
Kaleb Knight

HORN
David Renfro
Principal
Robin Dauer
Brent Shires
Tyler Bjerke
Durham Hill

TRUMPET
Andrew Stadler
Tyler Helms
George Worthen  
Memorial Chair
Carl Mason
Sam Oliveri

TROMBONE
Michael Underwood
Principal
William “Bill” Vickery, Jr. 
Memorial Chair
Bruce Faske
Marte Kennedy
David Carter

TUBA
Ed Owen
Principal
Greer & Barnett Grace 
Chair in memory 
of Gov. Frank White

TIMPANI
Rick Dimond
Principal
Arkansas Symphony 
Orchestra Guild Chair

PERCUSSION
Madison Shake
Principal
Erick Saoud
Jonathan Tomasello

HARP
Alisa Coffey
Principal

PIANO/SYNTHESIZER
Carl Anthony
Principal

GUITAR
Matt Stone

ELECTRIC BASS
Brian Wolverton



ARTISTS

GEOFFREY ROBSON, Music Director
Geoffrey Robson has emerged as a force of artistic leadership 
throughout the U.S. and the state of Arkansas. As Artistic 
Director and principal conductor of the Arkansas Symphony 
Orchestra, his dynamic leadership during the COVID-19 
pandemic resulted in state-wide and national visibility for 
the organization. By overseeing an accelerated shift to virtual 
offerings of performances and educational content, Maestro 
Robson ensured continued success of the orchestra and 

continued employment of all musicians and staff. The orchestra’s online Bedtime with  
Bach series received nationwide acclaim and was featured by the Washington Post and  
the Kelly Clarkson Show.

In 2017, he was awarded the Respighi Prize in Conducting by the Chamber 
Orchestra of New York, and led the group in performance at Carnegie Hall. He has 
worked with renowned artists such as Gil Shaham, Midori, Rachel Barton Pine, Zuill 
Bailey, Vadym Kholodenko, Alexander Markov, Mandy Gonzalez, the Beach Boys,  
and many others.

During his tenure in Arkansas, he has conducted critically acclaimed and sold-out 
masterworks, pops, chamber, and children’s concerts. He frequently collaborates with 
organizations such as Ballet Arkansas, Arkansas Children’s Theater, Opera in the Rock, 
the Chamber Music Society of Little Rock, and numerous choral groups. He also writes, 
records, and produces At the Symphony, a concert preview radio series on KLRE Classical 
90.5 in Little Rock.

Robson also currently serves as Artistic Director of the Faulkner Chamber Music 
Festival. In this role, he curates a summer concert series and serves as director of the 
chamber music camp, which provides a unique, immersive experience to music students  
in the art of playing chamber music. He has served on the music faculty of Hendrix 
College, and was Visiting Assistant Professor of Music at the University of Central 
Arkansas, where he conducted the Conway Symphony Orchestra.

He has conducted numerous ballet and opera productions including The Nutcracker, 
LaBohème, and Madama Butterfly with the Plano Symphony (Texas) and Opera in the 
Rock (Little Rock). As a founding member of The Chelsea Symphony (New York), he 
conducted numerous sold-out performances and served as an artistic advisor, ensuring  
the growth and success of the organization.

A champion of new music, Robson collaborates with and explores the music of 
renowned living composers. In 2016, he conducted the San Juan (Colorado) Symphony 
in the world-premiere of James Stephenson’s Concerto for Hope with celebrated trumpeter 
Ryan Anthony. He served as arranger, conductor, and violinist for the world-premiere 
of Billy Blythe, a one-act opera based on the life of a young Bill Clinton, by Bonnie 
Montgomery. He conducted the premiere of Into the Beautiful North by Joe Brent, 
performed by the 9 Horses trio, as well as the premiere of Richard III, A Crown of  
Roses, A Crown of Thorns, an opera by Karen Griebling. In 2021 and 2022, he secured 
commissions of new works by Tania León and James Lee III, which were performed  
by the Arkansas Symphony Orchestra.
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c o n t i n u e d  n e x t  p a g e

As a violinist, Robson is an avid chamber musician and regularly collaborates with 
musicians across the country. He served as concertmaster of the Connecticut Virtuosi 
Chamber Orchestra and as Assistant Concert master of the Waterbury Symphony 
(Connecticut). He is recognized for his skill and versatility as a violinist and fiddle 
player, and has established himself as a highly sought-after studio musician. He creates 
and performs string and orchestral arrangements for recording artists to assist them in 
achieving their musical goals in the studio.

Utilizing his extensive studio experience, Robson conducted and served as executive 
producer for the 2021 recording of Florence Price’s Concerto in One Movement, with the 
Arkansas Symphony Orchestra. He is also an orchestral pops arranger and his music has 
been featured in numerous ASO performances.

Robson studied orchestral conducting at the Mannes College of Music in New York 
City under the tutelage of David Hayes and holds violin performance degrees from Yale 
University and the Michigan State University Honors College. Primary violin teachers 
include Erick Friedman, Dmitri Berlinsky, James Krehbiel, and I-fu Wang.

He studied conducting at Yale University with Lawrence Leighton Smith, Edward 
Cumming, and Shinik Hahm. Other notable teachers include John Farrer, Neil Thomson, 
Joana Carneiro, Dirk Brossé, and Larry Rachleff. 

CAPATHIA JENKINS, Vocalist
Capathia Jenkins can definitely act but all those 
who know her also know that this diva can blow 
and blow and blow you right off this planet. This 
woman is grappling with two dueling passions, 
each with a strong grip: acting and music, yet she 
refuses to pick one because they both represent  
her soul. Capathia approaches a song the same way 
she approaches a script, like an artist. She looks for 
the nuances, the secret hidden within the notes or 
text. She seeks the melody, harmony, and rhythm. 
She asks herself: what am I trying to say? What  
do I want my audience to experience with me?  
She wants to take her audience on a journey.

This Brooklyn-born and raised actress most recently starred as ‘Medda’ in the hit 
Disney production of Newsies on Broadway. She made her Broadway debut in The Civil 
War, where she created the role of Harriet Jackson. She then starred in the Off-Broadway 
2000 revival of Godspell, where she wowed audiences with her stirring rendition of   
‘Turn Back, O Man’ which can still be heard on the original cast recording. She returned 
to Broadway in The Look of Love and was critically acclaimed for her performances of  
the Bacharach/David hits. Ms. Jenkins then created the roles of ‘The Washing Machine’ 
in Caroline, Or Change and ‘Frieda May’ in Martin Short: Fame Becomes Me, where she  
sang ‘Stop the Show’ and brought the house down every night.

In 2007, she went back to Off-Broadway and starred in (mis)Understanding Mammy: 
The Hattie McDaniel Story for which she was nominated for a Drama Desk Award.  
She was also seen in Nora Ephron’s Love, Loss, and What I Wore.



An active concert artist, Ms. Jenkins has appeared with orchestras around the 
world including the Cleveland Orchestra, Houston Symphony, Pittsburgh Symphony 
(with Marvin Hamlisch), National Symphony, Atlanta Symphony, Seattle Symphony, 
Utah Symphony, Minnesota Orchestra, San Antonio Symphony, Memphis Symphony, 
Nashville Symphony, Toledo Symphony, Colorado Symphony, Toronto Symphony, 
Edmonton Symphony, Calgary Philharmonic, Kansas City Symphony, San Diego 
Symphony, and the Hong Kong Philharmonic. She was a soloist with the Festival Cesky 
Krumlov in the Czech Republic. In 2011, Capathia had the great honor of performing 
in the Broadway Ambassadors to Cuba concert as part of the Festival De Teatro De La 
Habana. Ms. Jenkins was a guest soloist with Peter Nero and the Philly Pops and with  
the Cincinnati Pope.

Her television credits include 30 Rock, The Practice, Law & Order SVU, The Sopranos, 
and Law & Order. She can be seen in the 2012 film Musical Chairs, directed by Susan 
Seidelman. She can be heard on the following film soundtracks: Nine, Chicago, and  
Legally Blonde 2.

 

A R T I S T S  c o n t i n u e d

ArkansasSymphony.org
FOR UP-TO-DATE INFORMATION ON CONCERTS,  

SPECIAL EVENTS, AND PROMOTIONS!



LEGACY 
GIVING
The Arkansas Symphony would  

like to thank the following  
donors who have made a lasting 

commitment to great symphonic  
music and music education  

in Arkansas through their gifts  
to the Arkansas Symphony  

Orchestra through their estates. 

Dr. Howard Barnhard
W.C. Barrier

Robert D. Cabe 
Estate of Joan O. Chronister

Fred Darragh
Flo Deer

Dr. Mary Good
Janet T. Honeycutt

Ike Allen Laws, Jr.
Bruce L. McEntire 

H. Chapman McGaughy
WM. L. “Dub” Moore

Nancy Pfeifer
Dr. Lamar Riggs

Linda Riggs
E. Lee Ronnel

Patrons’ 
Club  

Lounge
Welcoming ASO donors at the  
Patrons’ Club level and above

The ASO offers complimentary entry  

to the Patrons’ Club Lounge in thanks to  

donors giving $1,250 or more annually.  

Enjoy wine, beer and soft drinks during  

intermission of Saturday and Sunday  

mainstage concerts.

To give and to learn about ASO’s  
donor benefits, scan this QR code.

Located in the Barry Travis Lounge  
on the historic lobby level.

FROM THE ORCHESTR A LEVEL:  
Take the elevators to level 2, then take a right.

FROM THE GR AND TIER:  
Exit through double doors at top of stairs and go left,  

or take elevators to level 2, then take a right.



We appreciate the 
value of music.

Simmons Bank is proud to support the performing arts. 



SIMMONS BANK EDUCATION CHALLENGE

Anonymous
Drs. Lee Abel & Eleanor Kennedy
Maureen & Rick Adkins
Cathy & Dr. Al Alexander
Susan Altrui
Elizabeth Andreoli & Joe Goellner
Dr. Michael & Melissa Angtuaco  

in honor of Gabriella Angtuaco
Terence Angtuaco
Dr. Teresita L. Angtuaco
Suzanne & Dr. Earl Babbie
Brenda & Bob Bailey
Debi Barnes & David Hadidi
Karen Barnwell
Mitch Bettis
Patricia & David Blick
Kristen Booth  

in honor of Raley Booth
Erin Brogdon  

in honor of H. Hoover Gilbert
Dr. Carolyn Brown
Meredith & Graham Catlett
Centennial Bank
Melanie & Dr. Clif Christopher
Tandy Cobb & Dr. James Willis
Jamie & Mike Coogan
Jeffrey & Sheena Cook  

in memory of Jim Hatch
Rel & Nina Corbin
Jane & Pete Cornish
Lindsey & Isaiah Cosio
Mary Frances & Ralph† Cotham
Courtney & Amber Crouch
Nancy & Tom Crow
Dr. Beverly Foster & T. Martin Davis
Cynthia & Nick Dawson
Remmel Dickinson
Laura & Brandon Dorris
Jennifer Ellis
Terri & Chuck Erwin
Audrey & Donald Evans
Sherri Ewing
Dr. & Ms. Charles Feild
Becky Flynn
Candy Franks

Shelley Gentry
Bobby Gosser
Matt Gregory
Valencia & Marcus Guinn
Jane & Randy M. Hankins  

in honor of Susan Buckner
Andrew Hastings
Durham Hill
Dr. Chris Horan
Matt House
Jan & Dr. Randal Hundley
Drs. Steve & Laura Hutchins
Elisha Johnson
Sharri & Bill Jones  

in memory of Murphy Jones
Nancy & Richard Jorgensen
Kortnee Kalberer
Leigh Keener
Garrie Kellam
Mary Lowe Kennedy
Larry E. Kircher
Joanna Klett
Lauren Labuda
Vann Lee
Ann Littlejohn
Christina Littlejohn
Wes & Sally Littlejohn
Tiffany & Ralph Loszak
LPL Financial
Elizabeth Machen
Caroline & George Makris
Sandra & Jon Marbaise
Susan & Dr. James Marsh  

in honor of Christina Littlejohn
Sandra McDonald
Dr. & Mrs. George K. Mitchell
Jeremiah Moore
Susie & Charles Morgan
Amanda Nipper
Dr. Kristen O’Connell  
& Geoffrey Robson
Christian O’Neal
Nikki & Paul Parnell  

in honor of Mary Eleanor  
& Adeline Parnell

Dr. Phillip & Janice Peters
Audra & Josh Pettus
Rebecca & Chad Pittillo
Stephen Ragland
Mary Jane & Michael Rebick
Leanna & David Renfro
Kater Reynolds
Tiffany & Daniel Robinson
Beth Robison
Natalie & Winthrop Rockefeller, Jr.
Elizabeth Michael & Dan Roda
Cheri & Dan Rolett  

in honor of the Ronnel Family
Dale G. Ronnel
Kari Schulz
Joanna & Robert Seibert
Stacy Sells & Timothy Gauger
Steven W. Shirm, M.D.
Dr. Jeannette Shorey  
& Mr. Lindsay Thomas
Juanita & Carl Sigler
Simmons Bank
Carol Simons
Ellie & Brian Smith
Mary Lee Smith
Martha & Bob Snider
Shawn & Kristi Solloway
Sue Ann & Bill Strait
Richard & Dr. Judyth† Swingen
Melissa & Martin Thoma
Samuel Thoma
Cindy & Ford Trotter
Henry Trotter
Jenny Turner
Gus Vratsinas
Karron & Geno Wages
Chris White
Lindsay &  Justin White
Becky Wilson
Darren Winkler
Marsha H. Winters
Kara & Bob Woller
Mr. & Mrs. Jeremiah Wood
Hongyun June Zhu
Jan Zimmerman

Thank you for your generous donations to Opus Ball XXXIX!

†Deceased donor



LIFE MEMBERS
Terri Erwin
Dr. Sybil Jordan Hampton
George K. Mitchell, MD
Susie Morgan
Gus M. Vratsinas

Ellen Gray† 
R.T. Jackson†
Lee Ronnel†
Stella Boyle Smith†
Polly Keller Winter†
Mary Worthen†

EMERITUS  
BOARD MEMBERS
Byron Eiseman
Robert B. Moore
Martin Thoma

HONORARY  
MEMBERS
Mike Mayton
Shannon Heard

EXECUTIVE  
COMMITTEE
Jan Hundley, Chair
Rick Adkins
Elizabeth Andreoli
Debi Barnes
Dr. Denise Compton
Mary Frances Cotham
Courtney Crouch
T. Martin Davis
Brigita Gardner
Dr. Laura Hutchins
Christi Lemery
Timothy MacDuff
Susan Marsh
Dr. Phillip Peters
Bob Roberts
John Rowland
Dr. Jan Shorey
Richard P. Wheeler, MD

DIRECTORS
Teresita Angtuaco
Suzanne Babbie
Deborah Baldwin
Phyllis Barrier
Nick Brown
Lisa Brumley
Meredith Catlett
Clif Christopher
Dr. Steven Clift
Cindy Conger
Jeff Cook
Barry Coplin
Jane Cornish
Jay Cranford
Joe W. Crow
Nancy Crow
Matt De Luca
Dora Jane Flesher
Dr. John Hayes

Melissa Henshaw
Kim Hillis
Jim Hudson 
ex officio, Board of Advisors
Philip Kenney
D. Dean Kumpuris
Drew Kumpuris
Julie Marshall
Dan Oberste
Nikki Parnell
Bert Price
Dale Ronnel
Carlton Saffa
Joanna Seibert
Dr. Steve Shirm
Ernie Skyrme
Bryan Stanbridge
Elizabeth Stinnett
Judyth Swingen†
Jim Wallis
Chris White
Marsha Winters
Carolyn Witherspoon
Jeremiah Wood
Jacob Wunsch
Dan Young

GUILDS
Bob & Jeanne Fitzgerald 
ASO Guild

Donna Toney
Hot Springs/Hot Springs Village  
Symphony Guild

Sue Ann Strait
Russellville Symphony Guild

Geoffrey Robson
Music Director

Jan Hundley
Chair of the Board
 

Christina Littlejohn
Chief Executive Officer

†Deceased

ARKANSAS SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

†Indicates the Life Member is deceased



ENDOWMENT SUPPORT

The Arkansas Symphony would like to thank the following donors who have 
made a lasting commitment to great symphonic music and music education  
in Arkansas through their gifts to the Arkansas Symphony Orchestra 
Foundation. The Arkansas Symphony Orchestra is now in its 58th season,  
and these gifts to the ASO Foundation help ensure future generations can 
enjoy the artistic excellence and education programs of the orchestra for the 
next 50 seasons and beyond.

THE PAMELA DIANE STEPHENS  
CONDUCTOR’S CHAIR
Elizabeth Campbell & Witt Stephens, Jr.

THE CONCERTMASTER CHAIR
Donna Paley Ronnel Concertmaster’s Chair

THE FIRST ORION POPS SERIES
Charles & Susie Morgan in honor
of the employees of First Orion

THE PRINCIPAL SECOND VIOLIN CHAIR
in memory of Eric M. Hayward

THE PRINCIPAL VIOLA CHAIR
Dr. Howard & Celia Barnhard

THE PRINCIPAL CELLO CHAIR
Linda Garner Riggs

THE PRINCIPAL OBOE CHAIR
Dr. & Mrs. Charles L. Fuller
in memory of Rachel Fuller

THE PRINCIPAL TROMBONE CHAIR
In memory of William “Bill” Vickery, Jr.

THE PRINCIPAL TUBA CHAIR
Greer & Barnett Grace
in memory of Gov. Frank White

THE VIOLIN CHAIR
Dr. Fred Rebsamen 
in honor of Raymond Rebsamen

THE SECOND TRUMPET CHAIR
Sherry Worthen in memory  
of George Worthen

THE TIMPANI CHAIR
Arkansas Symphony Orchestra Guild

MASTERWORKS GUEST PIANIST
Anonymous in memory of Lee Ronnel

THE KAREN & JOHN FLAKE
YOUTH ORCHESTRA SCHOLARSHIP
Karen & John Flake

THE CHAMBER MUSIC
DISTINGUISHED ARTIST SERIES
Kay Kelley Arnold in memory
of Hon. Richard Sheppard Arnold

UAMS CONCERT SERIES
Dr. Ruth M. Allen

Anonymous
Drs. Eleanor Kennedy  

& Lee Abel
Maureen & Rick Adkins
Rosemary Arnold
Suzanne & Dr. Earl Babbie
Debi Barnes & David Hadidi
Nan Selz & Chris Barrier
Sally & Dr. Jon Bates
Betty M. Brown
Madge W. Brown
Julie & Robert Cabe
Melanie & Dr. Clif Christopher
Joan Chronister
Sandra & Robert Connor
Sandra & Matthew De Luca
Ms. Alice Dong
Lisa & Craig Douglass
Eiseman Foundation
Terri & Chuck Erwin
Joyce & Jim Faulkner
Jackye & Curtis Finch
Kate & Bo Frazier
Marion Fulk
Brigita & Guy Gardner
Jim & Becky Gifford
Faith Anaya & Barry 

Goldberg
Ellen Gray
Drs. Betty & Charles 

Hathaway
Jo & Jim Hellmich
Carolyn Hodges
Janet T. Honeycutt Estate
Jan & Dr. Randal Hundley
Teri & David Itkin
W.W. & Anne Jones 

Charitable Trust

Margaret & Drake Keith
Ike Allen Laws
Patty & Jon Limbacher
Christina Littlejohn
Susan & Dr. James Marsh
Bruce McEntire Estate
Carolyn & George McLeod
WM. L. “Dub” Moore
The Murphy Foundation
Edith & David Parr
Dr. Rob Porter
Mildred Priddy
Rawn Family C.R. Unitrust
Rebsamen Insurance 

Foundation
Leanna & David Renfro
Lamar Riggs
Linda Riggs
The Estate of E. Lee Ronnel
Dr. Jeannette Shorey  

& Mr. Lindsay Thomas
Eileen & Dr. Ricardo Sotomora
Martha & Sam Sowell
Nan & Dr. Art Squire
Mr. & Mrs. John Steuri
Richard & Dr. Judyth A. 

Swingen
Alice & Philip Trimble
David Olin Tullis
Irene & Gus Vratsinas
Beth & Dr. Richard P. Wheeler
Ted & Betty Williams 

Charitable Trust
Mary & Jim Wohlleb
Mary F. Worthen
Sherry Worthen

THE MARY FLETCHER WORTHEN ENDOWED
CONDUCTOR’S CHAIR – YOUTH ORCHESTRA
Family of Mary Worthen

YOUTH ORCHESTRA 
STRING PLAYER SCHOLARSHIPS
Harry Barnhard Endowment

* * *
E. LEE RONNEL MUSIC ACADEMY
The Estate of E. Lee Ronnel



Learn More About Our Programs!
ArkansasSymphony.org/education

E. Lee Ronnel Music AcademyE. Lee Ronnel Music Academy
The E. Lee Ronnel Music Academy expands ASO’s capacity to reach and serve

Arkansas children and adults through music education programs. These are
designed to develop confidence, creative thinking and a strong work ethic that

will enhance students' musical endeavors and life skills. The E. Lee Ronnel Music
Academy will also support the development of future music programs in the Stella

Boyle Smith Music Center that may include adult music classes, bucket band,
children’s choir and more.

Introductory Violin-In-Your-School
In-School Quartet Demos
Instrument Petting Zoos
Children’s Concerts
Orchestra & You

ASO String Academy
ASO Youth Ensembles
ASO Community Orchestra
Stella Boyle Smith Trust
Young Artist Competition
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Your Gifts Bring 
Music to Life!

The Arkansas Symphony Orchestra is a registered 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization: Federal Tax ID# 71-6059542.

The ASO does not provide tax or legal advice. Please consult with your tax and financial advisors on the implications  
of your charitable gifts and the benefits you may be eligible to receive.

ASO’s year-round music education 
programs are vital for the students 
of Arkansas, especially as most are 
receiving only the state minimum 
amount of arts education each week 
during the school year. Filling this  
gap in music education is only possible 
with the support of our community 
members, donors, and patrons. A gift 
today will ensure ASO can continue to 
provide high-quality music education 
and engagement opportunities to 
Arkansans of all ages.

There are many ways to support  
the music and education programs you 
love—the ASO welcomes you to give  
in the way that is right for you!

n  GIVE BY CHECK  
 OR CREDIT CARD

 • GIVE ONLINE:  
  ArkansasSymphony.org/Support
 • MAIL A CHECK:  
  P.O. Box 7328 
  Little Rock, AR 72217
 • GIVE BY PHONE:  
  501-666-1761, ext. 112 or 129

n  SUSTAIN THE MUSIC  
 AS A MONTHLY DONOR
n HONORARY AND  
 MEMORIAL GIFTS
n  EMPLOYER MATCHING  
 GIFTS
n  GIFTS OF STOCK
n  ENDOWMENT GIFTS
n  IRA CHARITABLE  
 DISTRIBUTIONS
n  DONOR-ADVISED  
 FUND GRANTS
n  LEGACY GIFTS

For more information,  
scan this QR code! 



MAKING MUSIC MATTERS
For over 55 years, thousands of volunteers from the Arkansas 

Symphony Orchestra Guild have used music and the arts to make a 

profound impact on the lives of children and adults. 

With award winning programs, millions of dollars raised, and 

curricula for youth of all ages and demographics, the ASOG is at the 

forefront of the quest to provide music education and opportunity 

for the state of Arkansas.

music education • fundraising • ushering

Join us today and help bring to life quality 

educational programs such as Orchestra & You, 

the Stella Boyle Smith Trust Young Artists 

Competition, the Children’s Concert, and the 

Arkansas Symphony Youth Orchestra.

arsymphonyguild.org

JOIN TODAY!
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MUSICIAN SPONSORSHIP

Anonymous  
sponsoring Russell Thompson 
Drs. Lee Abel & Eleanor Kennedy
sponsoring Meredith Maddox Hicks
Maureen & Rick Adkins
sponsoring Lyle Wong
Elizabeth Andreoli & Joe Goellner
sponsoring Travis Scharer 
Dr. Teresita L. Angtuaco  
sponsoring Katherine Williamson
Suzanne & Dr. Earl Babbie
sponsoring Diane McVinney
Debi Barnes
sponsoring Alisa Coffey
Karen Barnwell
sponsoring Kenta Nomura 
Phyllis & Michael Barrier
sponsoring Brent Shires
Debbie & Rob Bass
sponsoring Charlotte Crosmer
Mr. & Mrs. Wayne Bennett, Jr.
sponsoring Gabriel Vega
Susan & Nick Brown
sponsoring Ross Ahlhorn
Lisa Brumley
sponsoring Carolyn Brown
Meredith & Graham Catlett
sponsoring Brent Shires
Melanie & Dr. Clif Christopher
sponsoring Casey Buck, Karla  
Fournier, Drew Irvin
Marcia & Dr. Steven A. Clift
sponsoring Jordan Musgrave
Drs. Denise Compton  
& Doug Owens
sponsoring Drew Irvin
Cynthia L. Conger
sponsoring Tom McDonald
Sheena & Jeffrey Cook
sponsoring Lauren Pokorzynski 
Jane & Pete Cornish
sponsoring Rick Dimond
Mary Frances & Ralph† Cotham
sponsoring Robin Dauer
Jay Cranford
sponsoring Jacob Wunsch
Courtney & Amber Crouch
sponsoring Travis Scharer 
Virginia Flynn & Dr. Joe Crow
sponsoring Jacob Wunsch
Nancy & Tom Crow
sponsoring David Renfro
Sandra & Matthew De Luca
sponsoring Timothy MacDuff
Carol & Byron Eiseman
sponsoring Ross Ahlhorn
Dora Jane & Greg Flesher 
sponsoring Diane McVinney

Marion Fulk 
sponsoring Tatiana Kotcherguina
Brigita Gardner
sponsoring Carolyn Brown
Becky† & Jim Gifford
sponsoring Jordan Musgrave
Lars Gren
sponsoring Bruce Faske
David F. Gruenewald
sponsoring David Renfro
Drs. Cynthia Ross &  
Martin Hauer-Jensen  
sponsoring Beth Wheeler
Lisa & Dr. John Hayes
sponsoring Daniel Santelices
Melissa Henshaw  
sponsoring Andrew Cody Williams 
Susan† & Dr. Charles Hiller
sponsoring Julian Pranata
Kimberly Hillis & Dr. Jean Matchett
sponsoring Magdalena Ryszkowski
Jan & Dr. Randal Hundley
sponsoring Kenta Nomura 
Drs. Steve & Laura Hutchins
sponsoring Leanna Renfro
Melrose Besario & Larry Johnson
sponsoring Magdalena Ryszkowski
Ruthe & Philip† Kaplan
sponsoring Leanna Renfro
Rhonda & Steven Keith
sponsoring Jake Fowler
Julie & Christoph Keller III
sponsoring Kater Reynolds
Drs. Jeannette Lee & Philip Kenney
sponsoring Katherine Williamson
Mary & Dr. Dean Kumpuris
sponsoring David Gerstein
Christi Lemery
sponsoring Leanne Day-Simpson
Susan & Dr. James Marsh
sponsoring Sandra McDonald
Julie & Lynn Marshall
sponsoring Russell Thompson
Dr. & Mrs. Robert B. Moore
sponsoring Carl Mason
Susie & Charles Morgan
sponsoring David Renfro
Cindy & Charles Murphy III
sponsoring Tom McDonald
Mr. & Mrs. Walter Nunnelly III
sponsoring Michael Underwood
Lynn & Chris Parker
sponsoring Rafael Leon
Dr. Phillip & Janice Peters
sponsoring Alisa Coffey
Delia Prather
sponsoring Marissa Takaki

Cindy & Dr. Herbert Price
sponsoring Sara Neilson
Stacy & Bob Roberts 
sponsoring Andrew Stadler
Dale & Lee† Ronnel
sponsoring Beth Wheeler
Denise & John Rowland
sponsoring Erick Saoud
Kristen & Carlton Saffa 
sponsoring Russell Thompson 
Molly Satterfield  
sponsoring Jordan Musgrave
Joanna & Robert Seibert  
sponsoring Sandra McDonald
Steven W. Shirm, MD 
sponsoring Joe Joyner
Dr. Jeannette Shorey  
& Mr. Lindsay Thomas  
sponsoring Linnaea Brophy
Ernie & Samantha Skyrme 
sponsoring Algis Staskevicius
Jawanda & LeMoyne Smith 
sponsoring Trisha McGovern Freeney
Nan & Dr. Art Squire 
sponsoring Carl Anthony
Lauren & Bryan Stanbridge 
sponsoring Erick Saoud
Elizabeth & Dr. Chris Stinnett  
sponsoring Drew Irvin
Richard & Dr. Judyth† Swingen 
sponsoring Erick Saoud
Philip Trimble  
sponsoring Leanne Day-Simpson
Jan & Sam† Trotter  
sponsoring Ed Owen
Gus Vratsinas  
sponsoring Rick Dimond
Patricia & James Wallis  
sponsoring Kiril Laskarov
Terri & Dr. Charles J. Watkins, MD 
sponsoring Leanna Renfro
Beth & Dr. Dick Wheeler 
sponsoring Lorraine Duso Kitts
Chris White  
sponsoring Andrew Cody Williams 
Jill M. Pride Watson Wiesener Trust 
sponsoring Tyler Bjerke
Mr. & Mrs. Jeremiah Wood 
sponsoring Madison Shake
Sherry Worthen  
sponsoring Andrew Stadler 
Dan Young  
sponsoring Gabriel Vega
Rebsamen Fund  
sponsoring Katherine Williamson
Stella Boyle Smith Trust  
sponsoring Kiril Laskarov & Erick Saoud

 
For more information about how you can sponsor a talented ASO musician,  
please contact David Renfro at (501) 666-1761, ext. 130.

Through their contributions to the ASO Annual Fund, the following donors 
support artist fees and expenses as Musician Sponsors. An exceptional orchestra 
is not possible without the support of the community — please join us in 
thanking these dedicated Symphony supporters.

†Deceased donor
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FROM THE CEO

FOR MOR E INFOR M ATION, V ISIT ArkansasSymphony.org/crescendo

Arkansas Symphony Orchestra broke ground on August 10, 2023 on its new $11.75 million  
Stella Boyle Smith Music Center in Little Rock’s East Village, creating a first-of-its-kind music-
focused headquarters for the state. The new 20,000-square-foot, state-of-the-art facility, slated  

to open in September 2024, is the Symphony’s first permanent home in its 58-year history.

 The new music center will be a radically-welcoming hub of musical activity for all  
Arkansans, serving youth and adults of all ages with an array of musical offerings. The building  
will provide access to music education, music performances, and music-making to residents  

of all corners of the state through new spaces and a broadcast and recording studio.
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FROM THE CEO

The ASO would like to thank 
and recognize these leaders for 
their support in making the ASO 
Stella Boyle Smith Music Center 
a reality for our community.
$1,000,000+
Susie & Charles Morgan
Stella Boyle Smith Trust
Windgate Foundation

$500,000+
Terri & Chuck Erwin
The Estate of E. Lee Ronnel†
Simmons Bank
The State of Arkansas
Gus Vratsinas
Jim Wallis & Pat Becker Wallis

$250,000+
Dr. Teresita L. Angtuaco
Department of Parks, Heritage, 

and Tourism, Division of Arkansas 
Heritage

Brigita Gardner

$100,000+
Maureen & Rick Adkins
Arkansas Blue Cross Blue Shield  

in honor of George K. Mitchell
Bank OZK
Phyllis & Michael Barrier
Mary Frances & Ralph Cotham
Dora Jane & Greg Flesher
Dr. Mary L. Good†
Ellen Gray†
Kimberly Hillis & Jean Matchett
John & Robyn Horn Foundation
Jan & Randal Hundley
The Hussman Foundation
W.W. & Anne Jones Charitable Trust
H. Chapman McGaughy†
Dr. & Mrs. Robert B. Moore
Cindy & Charles Murphy III
In memory of Ann Blair & Bert Parke  
by their children
 Frank & Paula Parke 

Emily Parke Stevens & Tim Stevens 
John & Susan Parke

Lisenne Rockefeller
Grace & John Steuri
Sunderland Foundation
Roy & Christine Sturgis Charitable 

Trust, Bank of America, N.A., Trustee

$50,000+
Anonymous (2)
Kay Kelley Arnold
Arvest Foundation
Melanie & Dr. Clif Christopher
General (Ret.) & Mrs. Wesley K. Clark
Cynthia L. Conger
Carol & Byron Eiseman
Cindy & Charlie Fuller
Jim & Becky† Gifford
Drs. Jeannette Lee & Philip Kenney
Susan & Dr. James Marsh
Dr. Phillip & Janice Peters
Riggs Benevolent Fund
Drs. Cynthia Ross &  

Martin Hauer-Jensen 
Dr. Jeannette Shorey  

& Mr. Lindsay Thomas  
in memory of Dr. Ronald Winters

Ginna & J.D. Simpson III
Richard & Dr. Judyth† Swingen
Camille Williams
Patti & James Womble

$25,000+
Suzanne & Dr. Earl Babbie
Susan & Nick Brown
Meredith & Graham Catlett
Marcia & Dr. Steven A. Clift
Jane & Pete Cornish
Nancy & Tom Crow
Karen & John Flake
Marion Fulk 
Nancy & Richard Jorgensen
Mary & Dr. Dean Kumpuris
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas F. McLarty III
Dr. Lamar Riggs†
Marge Schueck
Southwest Power Pool
Carol & Witt Stephens  

Charitable Foundation
Philip K. Trimble
Sherry Worthen

$10,000+
Drs. Lee Abel & Eleanor Kennedy
Elizabeth Andreoli & Joe Goellner
Bailey Construction & Consulting LLC
Debi Barnes & David Hadidi
Bass Family Charitable Foundation
Sandra & Matthew De Luca
Audrey & Donald Evans
Jane Gillespie
Lars Gren  

in memory of Elisabeth Elliot
Linda & Rush Harding
Harold & Jeanne Joyner
Ruthe & Philip† Kaplan
Ouida & George Keck

Ginny & Baker Kurrus in honor of  
Brigita Gardner & John Rowland

Julie & Lynn Marshall
Peter & Pattie O’Connell  

in memory of Jim Hatch
Lynn & George O’Connor  

in honor of Cathy & Mike Mayton
Harriett Phillips
Mrs. Joel Pugh
Denise & John Rowland
Joanna & Robert Seibert
Steven W. Shirm, MD
Martha & Bob Snider
Russellville Symphony Guild
Keith & Barbara Sugg
The Estate of C. James Wierdsma† 
Ross & Mary Whipple
Jeremiah Wood

UNDER $10,000
Ross Ahlhorn & Brianne Little
Albemarle Foundation
Anonymous (11)
Carl Anthony
Chava Appiah
ASO Community Orchestra  

in honor of Dr. Victor Ellsworth
Karen Barnwell
Tyler Bjerke
Lord & Lady Blackwell  

of Glencoe & Kilnaish
Derek Boyce
Luana Bracy
Carolyn Brown
Casey Buck
David Carter
Crata Castleberry  

& David McCullough
Justin Cheesman
Tandy Cobb & Dr. James Willis
Drs. Denise Compton & Doug Owens
Barry Coplin & Rev. Susan Payne
Rel & Nina Corbin  

in memory of Gerald Sylvester
Patty & Don Crabbe
Cranford Co.
Molly & Glenn Crawshaw
Charlotte Crosmer
Courtney & Amber Crouch
Robin Dauer
Leanne Day-Simpson
Emily Dixon
Sharon Downs  

in honor of Harriett Phillips
Lorraine C. Duso Kitts
Cynthia & Robert East
Chuck & Kathy Eckerson
Eichenbaum Liles, PA & Honaker Law
Scott Faulkner  

in honor of Christina Littlejohn†Deceased donor



Sandra & Mike Flynn
Dr. Beverly Foster & T. Martin Davis
Karla Fournier & Michael Underwood
Trisha Freeney
David Gerstein
Debbie & Bill Goolsby
David F. Gruenewald
Elizabeth Hall
Harrison Energy Partners
Donna Hayward
Heflin Family Foundation Trust
Fran Henderson & Mike Watts
Meredith Hicks
Betsy & Cyril Hollingsworth
Hot Springs/Hot Springs Village 

Symphony Guild in honor of Suzanne 
Babbie, Suzanne Stofer, and Jeanne 
Ballard and in memory of Sally Crawford

Walt Davis & Drew Irvin
Darrell Jackson
Karen Jarboe
Dr. Soledad Jasin
Joe Joyner
Hee-Kyung Juhn
Jim Kelly
Tatiana Kotcherguina
Gregory & Sharon Krulin
Kiril Laskarov
Rafael & Susan Bell León
Patty and Jon Limbacher
Christina Littlejohn
Pat & Joe Luzzi
Beth & Carl Mason
Timothy MacDuff
Rebecca & Tom McDonald 
Sandra McDonald
John McNee  

in memory of Dr. Richard Clark
Diane & Dr. Barry McVinney
Dr. & Mrs. George K. Mitchell
Drs. Roberta & Thomas Monson
Juan Mario Moreno
Diana & John Murphy  

in memory of Doris W. Taylor
Linda & Dr. David G. Newbern
Alyce & John Parker
Katherine & Stephen Planas
Julian Pranata
Delia Prather
Paul Steven & Melinda Raley  

in honor of Dale Ronnel
David & Karen Reagler
Nancy F. Rector, MD
Leanna & David Renfro
Kater Reynolds
Stacy & Bob Roberts
Magdalena Ryszkowski
Daniel Santelices

Nan Selz
Brent Shires
Shruthilaya Academy of Arkansas
Katherine Stanick
Algimantas Staskevicius
Elizabeth & Dr. Chris Stinnett
Marissa Takaki
Len & Patty Tanner
Russell Thompson
Randy & Donna Toney
Mrs. Judy Trice
Gabriel Vega
Karron & Geno Wages
WER Architects/Planners
Dr. Dick Wheeler
Sandy & Mark White
Ronald† & Marsha Winters  

in memory of Phil Kaplan
Katherine Williamson
Jacob Wunsch & Haeshin Shin

CRESCENDO  
COMMITTEE
Brigita Gardner, chair
Nick Brown
Dr. Clif Christopher
Lindsey Cosio
Jay Cranford
Sarah Dailey
Matthew De Luca
Jan Hundley
Richard Jorgensen
Christina Littlejohn
Julie Marshall
Mike Mayton
Harriett Phillips
David Renfro
Bob Roberts
Kari Schulz
Gus Vratsinas
Katherine Williamson

BUILDING  
OVERSIGHT  
COMMITTEE
John Rowland, chair
Nick Brown
Donald Evans
Jan Hundley
Dr. Laura Hutchins
Philip Kaplan†
Christina Littlejohn
Julie Marshall
David Renfro
Geoffrey Robson
James Wallis
Jeremiah Wood

BUILDING USE  
TASK FORCE
Susan Marsh, chair
Suzanne Babbie
Tandy Cobb
Nate Coulter
Sarah Dailey
Paul Dickinson
Jennifer Glasgow
Laura Gocio
Reino Henderson
Melissa Henshaw
Durham Hill
Elisha Johnson
Christina Littlejohn
Sucely Mayora
Darius Nelson†
Geronimo Oyenard
Rebecca Pittillo
Beth Robison
Geoffrey Robson
Judyth Swingen
Nate Thomas
Troy Wilkerson
Katherine Williamson

The ASO would also like to 
thank the tireless efforts of  
the following volunteers whose 
research and countless hours  
of work over many years led  
to both the recommendations  
to embark on this project  
and for the location of the  
new music center:
Philip Kaplan†, chair
Capitol Advisors Group
Scott Copas
Nancy Crow
Terri Erwin
Donald Evans
Charlie Fuller
David Gerstein
Jan Hundley
Dr. Philip Kenney
Brock Martin
Cathy Mayton
Mike Mayton
Lee Ronnel†
John Rowland
Belinda Shults
Martin Thoma
Gus Vratsinas
Dr. Dick Wheeler





PROGRAM

Saturday, April 6, 2024 • 7:30 PM Sunday, April 7, 2024 • 3:00 PM 
Robinson Performance Hall Little Rock, Arkansas

STELLA BOYLE SMITH MASTERWORKS SERIES

Holst’s The Planets
Geoffrey Robson, conductor

UA Little Rock’s Women’s Choir –   
Dr. Lorissa Mason, director 

 ANNA CLYNE Night Ferry (2011)  22’ 
 (b. 1980) 

I N T E R M I S S I O N

 GUSTAV HOLST The Planets, Op. 32: Suite for Larger Orchestra  51’ 
 (1874-1934)  I. Mars, the Bringer of War 
   II. Venus, the Bringer of Peace 
   III. Mercury, the Winged Messenger 
   IV. Jupiter, the Bringer of Jollity 
   V. Saturn, the Bringer of Old Age 
   VI. Uranus, the Magician 
   VII. Neptune, the Mystic

We hope you enjoy your complimentary eclipse  
glasses, courtesy of Saracen Casino Resort. 

PLEASE SILENCE ALL ELECTRONIC DEVICES. THANK YOU.
Use of cameras and recording equipment is not permitted in the concert hall.

The Arkansas Symphony Orchestra is supported in part by a grant from the  
Arkansas Arts Council, an agency of the Department of Arkansas Heritage.
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NIGHT FERRY / Anna Clyne
b. London, England / March 9, 1980

Described as a “composer of uncommon gifts and unusual methods” in a New York 
Times profile and as “fearless” by NPR, Grammy-nominated Anna Clyne is one of the 
most in-demand composers today, working with orchestras, choreographers, filmmakers, 
and visual artists around the world.

She has been commissioned and presented by the world’s most dynamic and revered 
arts institutions, including London’s Barbican, Carnegie Hall, Kennedy Center, Los 
Angeles Philharmonic, and Royal Concertgebouw Orchestra, and her music has opened 
such events as the Edinburgh International Festival and the New York Philharmonic’s 
2021-2022 season. In 2022-2023, she served as Composer-in-Residence with the 
Philharmonia Orchestra, as well as the Helsinki Philharmonic Orchestra in the 2023-
2024 season.

Night Ferry is an orchestral composition in one movement that was commissioned  
by the Chicago Symphony Orchestra. It was first premiered under conductor Riccardo 
Muti on February 9, 2012.

At the behest of a suggestion from Maestro Muti, Anna Clyne looked for inspiration 
from composer Franz Schubert, who suffered from a type of mood disorder known 
as cyclothymia. Clyne described this disorder and its inspiration for Night Ferry in the 
score’s program notes, writing: 

“This illness sometimes manifests in rapid shifts between the two states and also  
in periods of mixed states whereby symptoms of both extremes are present. This illness 
shadowed Schubert throughout his adulthood, and it impacted and inspired his art 
dramatically. His friends report that in its most troublesome form, he suffered periods  
of “dark despair and violent anger.” Schubert asserted that whenever he wrote songs of 
love, he wrote songs of pain, and whenever he wrote songs of pain, he wrote songs of love. 
Extremes were an organic part of his make-up.”

Clyne added, “In its essence, Night Ferry is a sonic portrait of voyages; voyages 
within nature and of physical, mental, and emotional states. Additionally, the title of  
the piece is from Irish poet Seamus Heaney’s Elegy for the author Robert Lowell, who 
also suffered from manic depression.”

While composing the work, Clyne simultaneously painted a series of seven large 
canvasses for cross-inspiration. She later wrote, “Upon the canvas I layered paint, 
charcoal, pencil, pen, ribbon, gauze, snippets of text from Coleridge’s The Rime  
of the Ancient Mariner, fragments of Gustav Doré’s illustrations for this wonderfully 
evocative poem, and a selection of quotes from artists aff licted with, and blessed  
by, this fascinating illness.”



c o n t i n u e d  n e x t  p a g e

THE PLANETS, OP. 32 / Gustav Holst
b. Cheltenham, England / September 21, 1874; d. London, England / May 25, 1934

During a tour of Spain in 1913, a fellow traveler introduced Holst to astrology. 
Soon afterwards, he wrote to a friend, “…recently the character of each planet suggested 
lots to me, and I have been studying astrology fairly closely.” The large-scale orchestral 
suite that resulted from this interest depicts the astrological character of seven planets  
in our solar system (as opposed to their mythological personalities, although the  
portrait of Venus manages to conjure both her mythological beauty and her astrological 
peacefulness). Only seven planets, since Holst decided not to include the Earth, and  
the existence of Pluto was not confirmed until 1930.

He completed Mars, the opening movement, in a rural cottage during August 1914, 
and the remaining six movements over the next two years. One reason for his not  
com pleting it more quickly was his fear that no orchestra big enough to handle his lavish 
demands would be available during wartime. 

He hadn’t counted on the generosity of a wealthy friend, Balfour Gardiner. This 
noble patron hired a hall, an orchestra, and a conductor to rehearse and perform The 
Planets for an invited audience of 300. That performance was given by the New Queen’s 
Hall Orchestra under Adrian Boult (later Sir Adrian) on September 29, 1918. The first 
public performance of the complete work followed on November 15, 1920, with Albert 
Coates conducting the London Symphony Orchestra, 

The opening movement, Mars, the Bringer of War, portrays a world in the grip of 
cold, implacable brutality. Brass and percussion hold center stage throughout, pounding 
out harsh blocks of sound over an implacable, motorlike rhythmic tread. Holst’s use  
of five beats to the bar, instead of the usual two, three, or four, increases the uneasiness. 
After a grindingly dissonant climax, the death machine pauses desolately for a moment, 
only to power recklessly ahead to a devastating conclusion.

Early audiences were convinced that Holst intended Mars as a portrait of the Great 
War, where in fact he had completed it just before that conflict broke out. Perhaps  
he considered it a cautionary vision of the madness and inhumanity of all wars. His 
daughter Imogen recalled that listeners at the private premiere, “found the clamor  
of Mars almost unbearable after having lived through four years of a war that was still 
going on.”

A solo horn summons Venus, the Bringer of Peace. Here is total contrast: a calm, 
tranquil reverie, set far from the scene of any conflict, scored in delicate pastels and  
shot through with gorgeous solo passages.

Two contrasted scherzos follow. Mercury, the Winged Messenger flits by on transparent, 
gossamer wings. Holst associated this character with the process of human thought. 
Something of that swift, quicksilver process may be heard in the chuckling woodwinds, 
darting strings, and tinkling celesta.

Jupiter, the Bringer of Jollity, on the other hand, has both jovial feet planted firmly on 
the ground. Robustly scored tunes reflecting Holst’s study of English folk dances drive 
the opening and closing sections. In the central panel, the strings introduce a stately, 
hymn-like theme evoking a more ceremonial type of rejoicing. Words by Spring Rice 
were later added to it for the patriotic song I Vow to Thee, My Country. In the delirious 
coda, the very stars and planets seem to join the swirling crowds of dancers.



Saturn, the Bringer of Old Age was Holst’s favorite movement of the suite. It certainly 
communicates the greatest emotional depth. This miniature tone poem set forth his 
views on the stages of human life: the uncertain beginning (restless activity over slowly 
alternating chords in f lutes and harps); the struggles and heartbreaks of maturation (a 
solemn march building slowly to a harsh climax); and finally, gratifyingly, the emergence 
in late years of wisdom, with its serene acceptance of imperfection and mortality. 

Next comes the dynamic conjuring act of Uranus, the Magician. Brass cast the  
spell. As in The Sorcerer’s Apprentice by Paul Dukas, the bassoons are the first to respond. 
Holst put his huge ensemble through many spectacular paces, dramatic and grotesquely 
humorous alike. A mad, merry dance tune repeatedly threatens to careen out of control. 
The timpani and low brass cavort like spellbound elephants. A final incantation leads  
to a hushed, unsettled close.

The suite concludes with the diaphanous, disembodied meditations of Neptune, the 
Mystic. Set once again in the unsettling realm of five beats to the bar, the music arrives  
as if having traveled across vast distances of outer and inner space. Mid-way through,  
the ethereal sound of a wordless female chorus f loats in from offstage. In the final  
bars, the orchestra falls silent and the voices echo, over and over, until they fade into 
silent infinity.
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Todd Ray
Foster & Judy Reed
Grace Ellen Rice
Dr. W. David Richards
Kathryn Roberts
Kendra D. Roesner
Leann Rogers 
Linney & Fred Rohrer
A. Andre & Louise Rollefson
Linda Rose
Elisa & Dr. Ashley Ross
Frances Mitchell Ross
Bruce & Beth Saad
John Sagan
Lisa Sallings 
Lynn Schaefer
Mark Schafer
Lou Cree & John Schallhorn
Kari Schulz
Laura Schulz
Mary Jo & Steve Scott 
Ben Seay
Robert & Helen Seekatz
Steve Sharp
Sylvia & Gordon Shaw
William Shepherd
Johnnie Shinn
Kay Shurgar
Meraj & Dr. Shazia Siddiqui 
William F. & Lissa D. Simpson
Margo Sims
Jaime Singh & Jason Paris
Pat Sisterhen
Sue Smith
Ron & Ann Snow
Gregory Sorenson
Michael & Marion Sowka
David & Beverly Staggs 
Brenda N. Stallings

William Stanley
John Stanley
Susan Steelman
Richard Steinkamp
Kate Stewart
Adam Strauss
K. A. Strock
Paula Swaim
Marilynn & Jim Tanner
Jeffrey Taylor
Deborah Temple
Pat & Rick Thoren
Valerie Thwing
Mary Todd
Pietro Tomassi
Donna & Randall Toney 
Samuel Tooke
Pam Townsend
Karan Tyner
Shirley Vanderslice
Stephanie & John Vanderslice*
Dr. Theodora Vanderzalm
Helen & Delbert Vanlandingham
Suzanne Waggoner
Michael & Debra Walden
Janise Walker
Lynn & A. J. Walsh
GB & Marybeth Ward 
Maybian & Don Wardlaw
Frank Warren
Dr. Pam & LTC Stan L. Warrick
Mary Margaret Wells
Susan & Gordon White 
Laura & Sean Whiteley
Gladys Whitney
Ralph Wilcox
Charles Williams
Kimberly Williams
Nicole & Darrin Williams
Phil Williams 
Brian & Kerry Winkler 
Dr. & Mrs. Matthew Winston
Betty Winter
Barbara & Dr. George Wise
Mary Ann Witcraft
Ginger & Nicholas Wright
Aaron Wunsch
Clinton Young

HONORARIUMS

Diane Allen & René Bressinck, MD
Anonymous
Barbara Burroughs
Anonymous
Dr. Teresita L. Angtuaco
Janet Aronson
Anna & Dr. Nathaniel Cooney
Linda T. Gonzalez
Sybil J. Hampton
Nancy Shepard
Dr. Theodora Vanderzalm

Clif Christopher
David Dunavant

Maryann & Jack East III
Hayden & Gordon Rather

Ellen Fennell
Diane Rowland Rhodes

David Gerstein & Scott Sosebee
Shelia & Manny Klepper

Betty & Jerry Herron
Anonymous

Jan Hundley
Pamela J. Estes 
Nancy & Richard Jorgensen

Drew Irvin
Kim Harper

Richard Jorgensen
Karla Fournier &  

Michael Underwood

Carolyn & Paul Lasseigne
Wesley, Kelly, Peyton,  

and Lauren Lasseigne

Christina Littlejohn
Jennifer Cobb

Norma Moore
Dale Ronnel

Lynn Parker
Anonymous

Carrick Patterson
Anonymous

Harriett Phillips
Scott Whiteley Carter

Geoffrey Robson &  
Dr. Kristen O’Connell
Dr. Lee Lee Doyle

Geoffrey Robson
Suzanne & Dr. Earl Babbie
Barbara & Lee Burroughs
Melanie & Dr. Clif Christopher
Drs. Denise Compton & Doug Owens
Annette Connaway
Lindsey & Isaiah Cosio
Anna Cox & Jim Rule
Nancy & Tom Crow
Nathaniel & Dr. Sarah Dailey
Laura & Brandon Dorris
Dr. Lee Lee Doyle
Jennifer Ellis
Doris Freshour
Brigita Gardner 
Kimberly Hillis & Dr. Jean Matchett 
Jan & Dr. Randal Hundley
Nancy & Richard Jorgensen
Joanna Klett
Christina Littlejohn
Jean Matchett 
Peter & Pattie O’Connell
Lynn & Chris Parker 
Dr. Phillip & Janice Peters
Leanna & David Renfro
Beth Robison
Drs. Cynthia Ross &  

Martin Hauer-Jensen
Kari Schulz
Nan Selz
Steven W. Shirm, MD
Dr. Jeannette Shorey  

& Mr. Lindsay Thomas
Leanne Day-Simpson
Brian Wolverton

I N D I V I D U A L  S U P P O R T  c o n t i n u e d



Joy Rockenbach
Mary Lou & Terry Rasco

Dale Ronnel
Sally Stockley Johnson
Bobbye & Rabbi Gene Levy
Teuna & Art Pfeifer
Jennifer & Steven Ronnel 
Sue Sims

Art & Nan Squire
Sarah C. Squire

Alma Trana
Carol Trana

MEMORIALS

Philip S. Anderson
Annette Connaway

Shirley Bowling
Dana Ritchie

Dr. Richard B. Clark
Anonymous
Mrs. Lorraine Hannah
Senior Care Clarksville

Ralph Cotham
Phyllis & Michael Barrier
Trish & Bob Birch
Maggie & Alex Carr
Annette Connaway
Alice & Les Cooner
Lynn Crowder
Sherrill Garland 
Fran Henderson & Mike Watts
Ouida & George Keck
Doris Krain
Susan & Dr. James Marsh
Mary Ann & Bob McKuin
Mr. & Mrs. Shawn McMurray
Leslie, Allison, & Melanie Plowman
Radiology Consultants of Little Rock
Bobby L. Roberts
Steve & Jennifer Ronnel
Lara & Ethan Schock
Gus Vratsinas
Kitty Whitten

Anne Nowlin Elder
Paul & Rebecca Whitfield

Elisabeth Elliot
Lars Gren

Jan Ellsworth
Anonymous
Karla Fournier &  

Michael Underwood
Paula Swaim

Olga Elwood
Mrs. Frances Cranford
Maryann & Jack East III
William Elwood
Dale & Lee† Ronnel
Elaine & Isaac Scott
Katherine Stanick
Karla Fournier &  

Michael Underwood

Shirley Ann Gentry
Friday, Eldredge & Clark
Phil Hurley
Janet & Bud Jones
Alicia Mosley
Roberta Saxon & Howard Gordon

Eric Coleman Gillette
Martin & Gweneth Smithers

Alan Goldman
Mr. Taylor Eubank
Cynthia A. Joe
Nancy & Richard Jorgensen
Rafael & Susan Bell León
Patricia M. Lile
Chip & Donna Massanelli
Elaine Moock
Karla Fournier &  

Michael Underwood

James Hatch
Rafael & Susan Bell León
Ruth & Jim Bell
Dr. Carolyn Brown
Mark & Ruthanne Brown
Marcia Anne Dornblaser
Jackye & Curtis Finch, Jr.
Gigi Franyo
Bruce Haggard
Mary Jane & Drew Hodges
Marla & Dennis Hunt
Nancy & Richard Jorgensen
Ouida & George Keck
Rebecca & Tom McDonald
Wray & Patti McKenzie
Debra Murphy
Karama Neal, PhD
Peter & Pattie O’Connell
Susan Reasons
Douglas & Karen Shadle
Mrs. Eileen & Dr. Ricardo Sotomora
Karla Fournier &  

Michael Underwood
Joe & Vicki Vick
Gus Vratsinas
Katherine Williamson
Larry T. Wilson

Eric Hayward
Karla Fournier &  

Michael Underwood

Joyce Hendricks
Robert & Alice Pfeiffer

John C. Jarboe
Anonymous
John Brock
Dr. Carolyn Brown
Maria Jarboe Craig
Laura Elrod
Garland & Greenwood  

CPAs & Advisors, PLLC
Andrew H. Jobson
Joe Joyner
Karla Fournier &  

Michael Underwood
Joe & Vicki Vick
Mr. Paul Young

Eugene & Shirley Jennings
Blake Smith

Larry Jones
Laura & Brandon Dorris

Philip Kaplan
Anonymous
Alan J. Abrams
Janet Aronson
Suzanne & Dr. Earl Babbie
Nancy J. & Charles Baker
Mark Barkman
Ruth & Jim Bell
Max & Ellen Brantley
Anncha Briggs
Matilda Buchanan
Betty Callaway
Beth & Steven Cole
Ms. Annette Connaway  

& Mr. Philip† Anderson
Sally Ann Cravens
Nancy S. Daily
Elizabeth & Richard Davies
Robin Fish
Angela Gieras
Debbie Guss & Vivian Koettel
Regina & Stephen Haralson
Fran Henderson & Mike Watts
Betsy & Cyril Hollingsworth
Andrew & Sheryl Kaplan
Mrs. Kaye Leonard
Bobbye & Rabbi Gene Levy
JoAnn & William Maxey
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas F. McLarty III
Dr. & Mrs. Robert B. Moore
Cynthia E. Nance
Dr. Phillip & Janice Peters
Nancy & Tad Phillips
David & Liz Powell
Martha & Thomas Rimmer
Mrs. Dale Ronnel
Dewitt & Cindy Smith
Lloyd & Marcy Snow
Gus Vratsinas
Marsha H. Winters

David Koskoski
Charles, Martha, Laney  

& Susan Alman
Eric Brummitt
Lori & William Hines
Nancy & Richard Jorgensen
Scott Koskoski, Michael Kokoski  

& Mary Jo Rivaldo
Rafael & Susan Bell León
Drew Central Class of 1987
Emily & David McDonald
Becky & John Womack

Darius Nelson
Kari Schulz

Iris Borrok Oliva
Fran Henderson & Mike Watts

Ann Blair Parke
Julianne D. Grundfest
Martha N. Sowell

*Denotes Sustaining Donors of the Arkansas Symphony Orchestra, contributing monthly to support music  
and music education across Arkansas. You can become a sustaining donor at ArkansasSymphony.org/donate.

†Deceased donor



Lee Ronnel
Dr. Ruth Marie Allen
Janet Aronson
Dana & Scott Averbuch
Bank of America
Phyllis & Michael Barrier 
Debbie & Rob Bass
Ruth & Jim Bell
Trish & Bob Birch
Anne E. Boyd
Lee & Robin Brown
Helen Buchanan
Mary Ann Carlisle
James & Michelle Carney
Scott Whiteley Carter
Centennial Bank
Honi & Neil Cohen
Jennifer & Randy Coleman
Cynthia L. Conger
Ralph & Mary Frances Cotham
Anne H. Crow
Elizabeth & Richard Davies
Dan & Jill DeHart
Dr. Jim Deer, Jr.
Ashley Deutser & Joe Levin
Kathy Duncan
John & Gail Eyler
First Community Bank
Arnold & Mickey Fisher
Karen & John Flake
Shirley Ford
Dr. Beverly Foster  

& T. Martin Davis
Karla Fournier &  

Michael Underwood
Liz & Matt Furman 
Gerdau/Chaparral, Midlothian
Lynn & Scott Ghertner
Helen & Fred Harrison
Arthur & Jeannine Hart
Jim & Gay Hathaway
Howard & Barbara Hawes
Betty & Jerry Herron
Martha & J. French Hill
Betsy & Cyril Hollingsworth
Jan & Dr. Randal Hundley
Mimi M. & Joe B. Hurst
Jim & Sharon Hussey
ISRI Gulf Coast Chapter
Richard Jaffre
Charlie & Robin Johnson
Chris & Meredith Johnson
Sally Stockley Johnson
Bob & Emily Jones
Nancy & Richard Jorgensen
JSI Metal Recycling
Ruthe & Philip† Kaplan
Ouida & George Keck
Mary Lowe Kennedy
Joanna Klett
Janet & Scott Korenblat
Peter & Trudy Kumpe
Dr. & Mrs. James F. Kyser

Janet Levine
Bobbye & Rabbi Gene Levy
Danny & Linda Linn
Christina Littlejohn
Susan & Dr. James Marsh 
Longview Scrap & Metal
Robert & Anne McCarley
Jennifer & Mark McCarty
Ranell & Gregg McClellan
Kavanagh McCoy
Susan McCoy
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas F. McLarty, III
Robert Melendi
Mike Metzler
Sandy L. Middleton-Marshall  

& John R. Marshall
Mary & Mark Millsap
Dr. & Mrs. George K. Mitchell
Bob & Norma Moore
Kathryn E. Moore
Bob Moses
Lynne G. Moses
James Nelson
Jon & Julie Newsum
Mr. & Mrs. Walter Nunnelly III
Dee & John L. Ostner
Ozark Steel Company
Herb & Becky Peach
Alice & Robert Pfeiffer
Nancy & Tad Phillips
Cynthia Pitts
Christy Priester
Senator & Mrs. David Pryor
Phil Purifoy & Tom Fennell
Quattlebaum, Grooms & Tull PLLC
Joanna Ridgway
Dana B. Ritchie
Ellen & Paul Schifman
Catherine & Scott Roberts
Vicki Roche
SDI & Omnisource Team
Gordon & Dana Silaski
Sue Sims
Harriet & Warren Stephens
Elizabeth & Dr. Chris Stinnett
Susan Strauss
Monte & Nelda Stuck
Carol Sullivan
Sunshine Recycling, Inc.
Lou & Melinda Tobian
Melissa & Martin Thoma
Sylvia & Frank Thomas
Thomas Engineering Company
Tracye & Larry Townley
Gus Vratsinas

Lawrence H. Williams  
Charitable Fund

Mark & Marsha Williams
Patti & James Womble

Walter Sedelow
Frances Cranford

Dr. C.E. & Helen Smith
Blake Smith

Robert E. Spaulding
Nancy Spaulding

Dr. Judyth Swingen
Lafollette Class of 1965 
Dr. Robert M. Bedard  

& Prof. Jean Bedard
Mary & Ken Bown
Cynthia L. Conger
Karla Fournier &  

Michael Underwood
Rebecca Knutson
Alan & Janet Nye
Ed Owen
Helen & Dick Schoebel

Sam Trotter
Betsey Chalmers
Gretchen Haggerty
Robert & Allyson Murphy Kozich
Pat Compton Pearcy
Jane Trotter Wilson & Robert Wilson

Shirley White
Melissa & Martin Thoma

Ron Winters
Nan Selz
Melissa & Martin Thoma

John Leslie Witherspoon
Amber, Alan, & Anna Beth Bagley
Elizabeth Brandon
Robin & Lee Brown
Jack & Barbara Cherry
Club Consultants LLC
Scott & Libby Davis
Dr. Beverly Foster & T. Martin Davis
Karen & John Flake
Jane Gillespie
Kevin Horn
JSW Properties LLC
Sheila & T. Michael Mehaffy
Judge Randy Morley & Steve Morley
William Jordan Patty
Herb & Becky Peach
Nancy & Tad Phillips
Sara & Samuel Reeves
Gus Vratsinas
Cappy & Charles Whiteside III
Mark Williamson

George Worthen
Charles Law 
Sherry Worthen

I N D I V I D U A L  S U P P O R T  c o n t i n u e d

Gifts made between 3/1/22 & 2/15/2024. If you have questions, 
please contact Sarah Dailey in the ASO Development office  
at (501) 666-1761, ext. 112 or sdailey@ArkansasSymphony.org.

*Denotes Sustaining Donors of the Arkansas Symphony Orchestra, contributing monthly to support music  
and music education across Arkansas. You can become a sustaining donor at ArkansasSymphony.org/donate.

†Deceased donor



†Deceased donor

CORPORATE & FOUNDATION

The ASO gratefully acknowledges the following corporations and 
foundations for their generous annual support, including gifts-in-kind  
and matching gifts.

PLATINUM ($50,000+)
Arkansas Arts Council
Arkansas Democrat-Gazette
Arkansas Symphony  

Orchestra Guild
National Endowment  

for the Arts
Saracen Casino Resort  

Opus Ball Principal  
Presenting Sponsor

Stella Boyle Smith Trust
Roy & Christine Sturgis 

Charitable Trust, Bank of 
America, N.A., Trustee

GOLD ($25,000+)
Elite Island Resorts
Fidelity Charitable  

Gift Fund
Simmons Bank 

Opus Ball Education  
Challenge Sponsor

Sissy’s Log Cabin 
Opus Ball Live Auction  
Sponsor & Exclusive Jeweler  
of the Arkansas Symphony 
Orchestra

Vratsinas Foundation
Windgate Foundation

SILVER ($15,000+)
Arkansas Blue Cross  

and Blue Shield
Arkansas Community 

Foundation
Arkansas Health & Wellness 

(Centene Corporation)
Bank of America
CWP
DoubleTree Hotel
Entergy Arkansas
Metal Recycling Corporation
Rebsamen Fund
The Methodist Foundation  

for Arkansas
Thoma Thoma

BRONZE ($10,000+)
Arvest Bank
Bailey Construction  

& Consulting LLC
Bank OZK
Blue & You Foundation  

for a Healthier Arkansas
Cranford Co.
Dillard’s, Inc.
First Orion
Little Rock Convention  

and Visitors Bureau 
Little Rock Soirée
Marion & Miriam Rose Fund, 

Bank of America, N.A., 
Co-Trustee

Mary Anna Chop  
Charitable Trust

Schickel Development
Trotter Auto Group
UAMS

CRYSTAL ($5,000+)
Bass Family Charitable 

Foundation
Ben E. Keith
Catherine Rogers 

Contemporary Art

Costa Rica Vistas
FORVIS, LLP
Friday, Eldredge & Clark
Hot Springs/Hot Springs 

Village Symphony Guild
Legacy Capital
Mitchell, Williams, Selig,  

Gates & Woodyard, P.L.L.C.
Moody Law Firm
Nabholz Construction
Numzaan Safaris
Pettus Office Products
Pleasant Valley Country Club
Prospect Terrace LLC 
Raymond James Charitable 

Endowment Fund
Robert C. & Anne A.  

Hickman Foundation
Rose Law Firm
Stephens, Inc.
UAMS Faculty Friends  

of the ASO
Jill M. Pride Watson  

Wiesener Trust

SUPPORTING
The 1836 Club
A2 Salon
Abuelo’s Restaurant
Albemarle Foundation
All Through the House
Allie Takes Care  

Cleaning Service
Alpha Lit Little Rock
AmazonSmile Foundation
Amber Michelle Beauty
American Online Giving 

Foundation, Inc.
Elizabeth Andreoli & Joe 

Goellner
Anonymous
Arkansas Cinema Society
Arkansas Laser & Skincare
Arkansas Neurodiagnostic 

Center, PA
ASU Athletics
Arkansas Travelers
Art Outfitters
Suzanne & Dr. Earl Babbie
Ballet Arkansas
Bank of America Charitable 

Gift Fund
Barefoot Studios
Bark Bar
Bark Box
Bella Casa Property
Bella Vita Jewelry
Belle & Blush
Better Lawns & Gardens
Big Rock Fun Park
Bike Rack Brewing
Blackbaud Giving Fund
Bob Snider Art
Boulevard Bread
Brown Foundation
Susan & Nick Brown
Bruno’s Little Italy
Buffalo Co.
Buffalo Outdoor Center
Buff City Soap
The Capital Hotel

Carl Miller, Jr. Foundation
Celebrity Attractions
Centennial Bank
Central Arkansas  

Chamber Winds
Cobblestone & Vine
Community Bakery
Cindy Conger
Jeff & Sheena Cook
Copper Well Retreat
Core Wellness
Country Club of Little Rock
Crystal Bridges Museum  

of American Art
Crepes Paulette
Davidson Law Firm
Deesigns by Erin
Delta Dirt Distillery
Delta Hotel/I Square 

Management
Domestic Domestic
Dust Bowl Lanes & Lounge
Edward Jones Charitable  

Gift Fund
Edwards Food Giant
Evening Shade Inn
Fidel & Co. and Sterling  

Market
Caris Fitzgerald
Glide Carwash
Glo Unlimited
The Good Earth Garden Center
William Goodman Art
Gregg Orr Marine
The Happy Glamper
Harrison Energy Partners
James Hayes Art Glass
Riley & Sarah Hayes
Heights Golf
Hillcrest Artisan Meats
Hollywood Feed
Ron Hope
Hounds Lounge
Hussman Family Foundation
India Blue Farm
The Janet Jones Company
Jewish Community Foundation 

of Greater Kansas City
Joel’s Salon
Just Peachy
Kemuri
Kendra Scott
Kip A. Moore Associates PA
Land Rover of Little Rock
Kiril Laskarov
Laura B Luxury
Lauren Anderson Art
Drs. Jeannette Lee  

& Philip Kenney
Leighberry Lane
Leis Creek Farm
Lindsay Enns Dermatology
Little Rock Chiropractic  

& Acupuncture
Little Happies
Little Rock Rangers
Little Rock Violin Shop
Little Rock Zoo
LPL Financial
Martha Jones/Eden Isle
Kristin McCaslin
Meld Kitchen

Meta Payments
Microplane Division –  

Grace Manufacturing Inc.
Microsoft 
Mid-America Science Museum
Monograms, Etc
Moonlight Mixes
Museum of Discovery
New York Life Insurance
OFaolain Leather
Omaha Steaks
Origami Sake
Geronimo Oyenard
Anne & Scott Pace
The Peabody -Memphis
Petit Jean Meats
Pine Bluff Country Club
Pink House Alchemy
Pleasant Valley Country Club
Powder & Smoke
Q Clothier
The Rail Yard
Red Apple Inn
Reynolds Performance Hall
Riggs Benevolent Fund
Rock City Dance Center
Rock Town Distillery
Rock Town River Outfitters
The Root Café
Rose Law Firm
S-C Seasoning Company
Sam’s Pizza
Kari Schulz
Schwab Charitable
Scott Family Amazeum
Sherwood Beverage
Shift Modern Cyclery
Jamie & Jason Sidor
Skin Fix Med Spa
Steamroller Blue
Steuri Family Endowment
Stoby’s
Matt Stone
Styled by Sarah & Amy
Richard & Dr. Judyth Swingen
Patty Tanner
Theatre Squared
Tisha’s Place
Trio’s Restaurant
Turpentine Creek Wildlife 

Refuge
Tusk & Trotter
Two Friends Books
UA – Little Rock
UK Online Giving Foundation
Van Brimer Family Foundation
Vanguard Charitable 

Endowment Program
W.W. & Anne Jones  

Charitable Trust
The Waters Hotel – Hot Springs
Wet Willie’s –Memphis
WER Architects/Planners
Yardazzles
Dr. Suzanne Yee Cosmetic  

& Laser Surgery
Yellow Rocket Concepts
Zeke & Lizzy’s
Zyia Active



ARKANSAS SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

ADMINISTRATION

Christina Littlejohn
Chief Executive Officer

Jennifer Ellis
Finance Director

Darren Winkler
Executive Coordinator

ARTISTIC
Geoffrey Robson
Music Director

Valery Saul
Associate Conductor

DEVELOPMENT  
& MARKETING
David Renfro
Chief Development Officer

Brandon Dorris
Marketing Director

Elisha Johnson
Associate Director of  
Audience Engagement

Kari Schulz
Associate Director  
of Development

Lindsey Cosio
Events and Stewardship  
Director

Kortnee Kalberer
Patron Services Manager  
and Executive Assistant

Sarah Dailey
Development Coordinator

Brian Wolverton
Patron Engagement Specialist

EDUCATION &  
ARTISTIC OPERATIONS
Beth Robison
Director of Education and  
Community Engagement

Joanna Klett
Education Coordinator

Katherine Williamson
String Academy Director

Geronimo Oyenard
Orchestra Librarian and  
String Academy Faculty

Leanne Day-Simpson
Artistic Operations Manager 

Marc Nelson
Production Manager

Durham Hill
ASOYE Manager and  
Development Associate

Kelly Hicks
Photographer and Videographer

BOARD OF ADVISORS
Jim Hudson, chair
Terri Smith, vice chair
Karen Barnwell
Glenn Beasley
Peyton Bishop
Deitra Blackwell 
Luana Bracy
Dr. Marico Bryant-Howe
Dr. Gwendolyn Bryant-Smith
Caitlin Campbell 
Chuck Cliett 
Michael Cox
Patty Crabbe
Nancy Crow
Cynthia Dawson
Nick Dawson
Dr. Jennifer Dillaha
Jack East
Maryann East 
Chuck Eckerson 
Kathy Eckerson 
Dr. Charles Feild 
Doris Freshour
Joanne Gay
Larry Gay
Ken Gould
Dr. James Graham 
Dr. Chuck Hiller
Karen Holliday 
Cyril Hollingsworth
Ron Holmes
Tanya James
Colleen Jayroe
Cara Jones
Lillian Jones

Stephen Kahler
Dr. George Keck
Dr. Ouida Keck
Larry Kircher 
Jules Kumpuris 
Colin MacKnight
Anne Marie Maddox 
George Makris III
Mark McCarty 
Molly McNulty 
Dr. Jay Mehta
Dr. Paulette Mehta
Dr. Steve Metzer
Carl Moneyhon
Susan Petty-Moneyhon
Roberta Monson
Marita Nazarian
Dr. Sarkis Nazarian
Dr. Alvah Nelson
Fran Nelson
Darius Nelson† 
Elizabeth Nyhus
Paul Nyhus
Ron Oberlag
Pattie O’Connell
Peter O’Connell
Marilyn Oliver
Tricia Peacock
Pat Compton Pearcy 
Harriett Phillips 
Lynne Phillips
Linda Powell
Katherine Reynolds
Daniel Rousseau 
Sally Sedelow
Dr. Joanna Seibert
Dr. Robert Seibert
Gary Shires
Martha Smither
Vic Snyder 
Barbara Sprague 
Lauren Stanbridge 
Jo Stoltz
Pat Torvestad
Judy Trice
Karron Wages 
Dr. Charlie Watkins
Terri Watkins
Camille Williams
Janet Williams 
Dr. Louis Young

†Deceased



Plan your visit today at  
clintonpresidentialcenter.org

I invite you to visit the  
Clinton Presidential Center

@ClintonCenter

MADE HERE. MADE WELL.
L O S T  F O R T Y  B R E W I N G

ARKANSAS’S AWARD WINNING BREWERY • LOST FORTY IS MADE & SOLD ONLY IN ARKANSAS
501 Byrd St. Little Rock, AR • @Lost40Beer • Lost40Brewing.com

Proud to support The Rep and our local arts community.

Cheers to those who practice, and drink, their craft locally.

Piano & VPiano & VPiano & VPiano & VPiano & V
Margaret WyattMargaret WyattMargaret WyattMargaret WyattMargaret Wyatt

Lessons for
All Ages & Levels

372-3372372-3372372-3372372-3372372-3372

Piano & VPiano & VPiano & VPiano & VPiano & Vocal Studiosocal Studiosocal Studiosocal Studiosocal Studios

 in the Heart of Historic in the Heart of Historic in the Heart of Historic in the Heart of Historic in the Heart of Historic
Downtown Little RockDowntown Little RockDowntown Little RockDowntown Little RockDowntown Little Rock

What the

world needs

now �s a

HERO!

Join us in our fight against hunger and
 climate change. Be the hero we need! 

Manage your food waste at home. 
Encourage your grocer and favorite
restaurants to donate leftovers.
Donate to Potluck Food Rescue

What �an you do? 

Visit potluckfoodrescue.org for more info!

1 in 5 Arkansans are hungry •-  
40% of the food we produce is
wasted • In the US,food is the
largest category of material

placed in landfills

Why ?

621 W Broadway, NLR, AR 72114 • 501-371-0303

Margaret-Wyatt_1-4p_V_2.341 x 3.9035



craving bright, fresh, 
cali-mex inspired dishes?

keep it local.

Located in The Promenade at Chenal
Arkansas Owned & Operated for 7 years
locallimetaco.com    |   #eatlocaltacos

LocalLimeTaco.com

craving bright, fresh, 
cali-mex inspired dishes?

keep it local.

Located in The Promenade at Chenal
@LocalLime  |  #eatlocaltacos

LocalLimeTaco.com



Join us for lunch, dinner,  
and weekend brunch at the  
Clinton Presidential Center!

42barandtable.org  |  501-537-0042   

 @42barandtable

One of America’s Top 100 Ballet Companies
One of Arkansas’s Top Rated Dance Schools

www.balletarkansas.org/tickets

CELEBRATING 45 YEARS
SEE WHAT YOU’VE BEEN MISSING

TICKETS NOW ON SALE!

Encore Season Opening Reception: 9/30, The Rep
Wonderland: Alice’s Epic Adventure: 10/12 - 10/15, UA-PTC CHARTS
45th Anniversary Nutcracker Spectacular : 12/8 - 12/10, Robinson Center
Swan Lake: 2/17 - 2/18, Robinson Center
Bravo: 5/2 - 5/5, Arkansas Museum of Fine Arts Theater
Snow White: 5/11 - 5/12, UA-PTC CHARTS



ONE BITE
AND YOU’LL BE

BIG ON 
LITTLE ROCK

PETIT & KEET

Investment advisory services and financial planning services 
offered through Advisory Alpha, LLC DBA Conger Wealth 
Management, a SEC Registered Investment Advisor. 

Conger Wealth Management empowers you to make 
confident, fully-informed financial choices. As your single 
contact, we help simplify your financial life through our 
concierge service and integrated approach to financial 
planning, investment management, and tax preparation.

Call our team or visit the website today.

Pavilion Woods Building
2300 Andover Court, Suite 560
Little Rock, AR 72227
501-374-1174
congerwealth.com

Fee-based Wealth Management Customized to Your Financial Needs

SIMPLIFIED WEALTH
MANAGEMENT

Steve Osterink, Jr. CFA®, CFP®, AIF®
Chief Investment Officer

Abigail Hollar, CFP®
Financial Advisor

Melissa McCauley
Enrolled Agent

ONE BITE
AND YOU’LL BE

BIG ON 
LITTLE ROCK

PETIT & KEET



SCHOOL OF PERFORMING ARTS
O F F E R I N G  
degrees in 

Bachelor of Music:

• Performance 

• Musical Theatre 

• Music Education,  
Choral or Instrumental

Bachelor of Arts:

• Music

• Music Industry

• Worship Studies

• Theatre Arts

Bachelor of Fine Arts:

• Musical Theatre

SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE
Accepting both online and in-person  
auditions. Scholarships available both 
for music and non-music majors.  

OBU.EDU/AUDITION

LEARN: OBU.EDU/FINEARTS
QUESTIONS: MUSICAUDITIONS@OBU.EDU
APPLY: OBU.EDU/APPLY 
CALL: 1.800.DIAL.OBU

 

Scan the QR code 
to learn more  
about Performing  
Arts at Ouachita.





ADVANCING. 
LEADING. 

EDUCATING.
The state’s most comprehensive  

team of medical experts.

At UAMS, we’re advancing. 
Taking benchmark research to the 
bedside to offer patients the latest 
treatments and clinical trials.

We’re leading. Providing access 
to the state’s most comprehensive 
team of medical experts through 
our statewide network of clinics 
and virtual care.

And we’re educating. Training 
the next generation of health care 
leaders and innovators.

As the state’s only health sciences 
university, UAMS is creating a 
better state of health for you.

To find a doctor, visit  
UAMS.Health/Playbill 
or call 501-686-8000.




