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Smart Financial Planning   and Preparation 
are Keys to a Better Life.
Let us help you live it.
Speaking of keys, the key to taking care of our clients lies in our 
core values of Planning, Transparency, and Discipline. These 
values are designed to produce positive financial outcomes 
over time, delivered with fiduciary care, objective advice, and 
a low fee structure. You deserve nothing less than this level of 
care when it comes to reaching your long-term financial goals.

Call to learn more or visit our website at ARfinancial.com.
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MADE HERE. MADE WELL. READY-TO-DRINK
ARkansas MARGarita!

SUN’S OUT SUN’S OUT 
MARGS OUT! MARGS OUT! 

CELEBRATING 10 YEARS IN ARKANSAS! • LOST40BREWING.COM • @LOST40BEER

Lost Forty Taproom & Restaurant open 7 days a week.
Arkansas’s Award WinningAward Winning Brewery • Made & Sold  Only in Arkansas!Only in Arkansas!

Your Local taco and margarita purveyor.
We invite you to relax, share food, share drink, share time.
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DRINKSDRINKS
Best

HEREHERE
Before or after the show, 

come sip with us! 
1201 MAIN STREET / IN  THE HEART OF SOMA





FROM THE CEO

 
Dear ASO patrons, 

Welcome to the 2024-25 concert season! I am so happy  
the ASO can perform its full orchestra concerts in this beautiful  
performance hall, Robinson Center, and I am so grateful the 
Arkansas Symphony Orchestra now has its first real home— 
the new ASO Stella Boyle Smith Music Center located at  
1101 East Third Street, between Heifer International and the 
Clinton Presidential Library. 

We opened the new Stella Boyle Smith Music Center on September 14 with puppets, 
jugglers, marching bands, Irish dancers, Mexican dancers, and more. Our aspiration is for 
the center to be a Radically Welcoming Hub of Musical Activity for all Arkansans and our 
opening celebration reflected those aspirations. We commissioned ASO Youth Orchestra 
alum Jeremy Crosmer to write the first piece of music publicly performed by ASO musicians, 
youth orchestra, and community orchestra members. He named it “Skyward,” for the 
direction your ASO is going. The Sanctuary Choir of Saint Mark Baptist Church joined 
ASO musicians for an afternoon performance, and all who wished joined Geoff Robson 
for a Beethoven Five Play-along. The evening culminated with a Masquerade Dance 
Party where hundreds of people, mostly in their 30s danced the night away to the music 
of the Dizzy 7. The weekend could not have been more perfect. Outdoor activities with 
community partners included book reading, balloon making, crafts, instrument petting 
zoo, bucket band play-along, and more. The rain stopped before the parade and didn’t  
come back until after the outdoor activities were winding up. 

So many people worked hard to make this music center a reality for Little Rock and 
Arkansas, starting with our fantastic architects, WER Architects of Little Rock, Ben 
Gregory, David Sargent, and team, and Bailey Construction of Little Rock. This music 
center was built on budget and on time, and it is simply incredible. When you walk into the 
spaces, you can tell our home is designed for making music, hearing music, and building 
community through music. 

 The Arkansas Symphony Orchestra is committed to three things: building our 
community with music, being artistically innovative, and maintaining financial discipline. 
The new ASO Stella Boyle Smith Music Center is the manifestation of these core values, 
and it will enable thousands of Arkansans the opportunity to experience and make music 
together for generations. ASO is opening a fully funded $11.75 million Music Center 
so soon after the pandemic because of three key guiding principles the volunteer leaders 
of this orchestra embedded in our DNA over the last 50 years: it’s about the music and 
community, show up for the hard work, and have fun. These fundamentals are seen in the 
ASO administrative team, musicians, board, and throughout the new ASO Stella Boyle 
Smith Music Center—a radically welcoming hub of musical activity for all Arkansans. 
Thank you to all the volunteer leaders who have made the music center a reality through  
the decades and for your participation with ASO this weekend. 

 Warmly,

 Christina Littlejohn
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FROM THE MUSIC DIRECTOR

Dear Music Lovers,
Welcome to the ‘24-‘25 season with your Arkansas Symphony Orchestra! It’s an  

honor and joy to serve as the Music Director of this sensational orchestra, and I am thrilled 
that you are in the concert hall to enjoy their glorious sounds!

On the main stage here at the Robinson Center, we have a season lineup that will 
once again show off the orchestra as a virtuosic ensemble capable of bringing any music 
to life. This is encapsulated in our opening night program, which features jazz star Aaron 
Diehl playing Gershwin’s Concerto in F and Carlos Simon’s Graffiti, which portrays urban 
contemporary art through music. We follow our opening night with three performances  
of The Empire Strikes Back, live to film!

This season we will celebrate the return of Beethoven and Blue Jeans, a dressed-down  
affair that encourages you to come enjoy a beautiful symphony concert in a relaxed 
atmosphere. Throughout the season you’ll hear works by great composers like Mendelssohn, 
Sibelius, Liszt, and more. We will close the Masterworks season with the master of 
composing at the grandest scale, Gustav Mahler’s Symphony No. 7. 

We will also feature works by some of the greatest living composers. I am thrilled  
to bring to the stage a violin concerto by Philip Glass, and I also can’t wait to introduce 
you to the music of Mexican composer Gabriela Ortiz, whose music is full of pounding 
rhythms and excitement. 

Our Home for the Holidays concert will be an extravagant celebration of the season, 
replete with 100 voice choir, and featuring the winners of last year’s Arkansas Talent vocal 
competition, Marcus Murphy and Kim Qualls. Our last concert of the season will be  
a major collaboration with Arkansas Circus Arts, which will blend live symphonic music 
with stunning acrobatics. We’ll perform some deep cuts of great film music with our 
Superheroes vs. Villains concert, and the best hits of contemporary musical theater with 
Broadway Rocks!

The ASO has been busy demonstrating its commitment to being an artistically 
innovative organization and a cultural institution accessible to all. This has been embodied 
in our newly opened ASO Stella Boyle Smith Music Center, our new headquarters and 
home of our wide-ranging music education programs. It is also the new home of our River 
Rhapsodies chamber music series, where you can hear small groups of ASO’s outstanding 
musicians perform in an intimate environment.

It is an exciting time for this organization, and we want you to be part of it! Starting  
at just $9 per month, our nationally recognized membership program is a great way to  
enjoy all of our concerts with the ultimate flexibility and ease of access. I encourage you 
to come see and hear something new, and seek out what you know will be your favorite 
concerts. Follow us on social media for all the latest news and updates, and I hope you 
enjoy hearing your marvelous Arkansas Symphony Orchestra perform live all year!

 
 

 Geoffrey Robson





PROGRAM

Saturday, September 28, 2024 • 7:30 PM Sunday, September 29, 2024 • 3:00 PM 
Robinson Performance Hall Little Rock, Arkansas

STELLA BOYLE SMITH MASTERWORKS SERIES

Aaron Diehl  
Plays Gershwin

Geoffrey Robson, conductor
Aaron Diehl, piano

 ANNA CLYNE Masquerade (2013)   5’ 
 (b. 1980) 

 GEORGE GERSHWIN Concerto in F for Piano and Orchestra  31’
 (1898-1937)  I. Allegro
   II. Adagio – Andante con moto
   III. Allegro agitato
  Aaron Diehl, piano

I N T E R M I S S I O N

 CARLOS SIMON Graffiti (2021)  15’
 (b. 1986)  I. Tags, Throw-ups, and Fill-ins
   II. Straight Letters
   III. Scribing
   IV. Masterpiece/WildStyle

 GEORGE GERSHWIN Cuban Overture  10’
 (1898-1937)  Moderato e molto ritmato –  
   Sostenuto – Allegretto ritmato

PLEASE SILENCE ALL ELECTRONIC DEVICES. THANK YOU.
Use of cameras and recording equipment is not permitted in the concert hall.

The Arkansas Symphony Orchestra is supported in part by a grant from the  
Arkansas Arts Council, an agency of the Department of Arkansas Heritage.



Aaron Diehl Plays Gershwin
GEOFFREY ROBSON, Music Director & Conductor, Pamela Diane Stephens Conductor’s Chair
AARON DIEHL, Piano

*ASO-UA Little Rock Partnership Faculty   †Member, Quapaw Quartet   ‡Member, Rockefeller Quartet

ORCHESTRA

VIOLIN
Andrew Irvin 
Concertmaster
Dora Paley Ronnel 
Concertmaster’s Chair
Kiril Laskarov 
Concertmaster
Katherine Williamson
Assistant Concertmaster

*†Meredith Maddox Hicks
Principal Second Violin
Eric M. Hayward 
Memorial Chair

‡Linnaea Brophy
†Charlotte Crosmer

Leanne Day-Simpson
‡Trisha McGovern Freeney

Albert Garcia
Karen Jarboe
Kristen Kunkel
Beth Massa
Sandra McDonald
Tom McDonald
Jordan Musgrave
Geronimo Oyenard
Lauren Pokorzynski
Tarrah Reynolds
Magdalena Ryszkowski
Dan Santelices
Algimantas Staskevicius
Leigh Wing

VIOLA
‡Katherine Reynolds

Principal
Dr. Howard & Celia 
Barnhard Chair
Joe Joyner
Tatiana Kotcherguina

†Timothy MacDuff
Ryan Mooney 
Julian Pranata
Beth Robison
Borys Smolaga

CELLO
David Gerstein
Principal
Linda Garner Riggs Chair
Casey Buck
Stephen Feldman
Joanna Klett
Rafael León

†Travis Scharer
Kristin Smith

‡Jacob Wunsch

BASS
Landon Honolka
Principal
Jarrett Bastow
Ian Collins
Patrick McKerlie
Sara Neilson
Jase Smith

FLUTE
Carolyn Brown
Principal
Mara Goree
Gabriel Vega

PICCOLO
Gabriel Vega

OBOE
Leanna Renfro
Principal
Rachel Fuller 
Memorial Chair
Lorraine Duso Kitts

ENGLISH HORN
Beth Wheeler
Principal

CLARINET
Marianne Shifrin
Principal
Karla Fournier

BASS CLARINET
Lyle Wong

BASSOON
Marissa Takaki
Principal
Sandra Bailey

CONTRABASSOON
Melanie Ferrabone

HORN
David Renfro
Principal
Robin Dauer
Brent Shires
Evan Mino
Durham Hill

TRUMPET
Ross Ahlhorn
Principal
Andrew Stadler
George Worthen  
Memorial Chair
Carl Mason

TROMBONE
Michael Underwood
Principal
William “Bill” Vickery, Jr. 
Memorial Chair
Bruce Faske
Joshua Gaub

TUBA
Ed Owen
Principal
Greer & Barnett Grace 
Chair in memory 
of Gov. Frank White

TIMPANI
Rick Dimond
Principal
Arkansas Symphony 
Orchestra Guild Chair

PERCUSSION
Erick Saoud
Doug DeMorrow
Brian Graiser
Madison Shake
Jonathan Tomasello

HARP
Alisa Coffey
Principal

PIANO
Carl Anthony
Principal
Guy & Brigita Gardner Chair





ARTISTS

GEOFFREY ROBSON, Music Director
Named winner of the 2017 Respighi Prize in Conducting  
by the Chamber Orchestra of New York, Geoffrey Robson 
has emerged as a force of artistic leadership throughout  
the United States and the state of Arkansas.

In 2023, the Arkansas Symphony Orchestra named 
Maestro Robson as its eighth Music Director after a four- 
year nationwide search. Prior to his appointment, his tenure 
as the Arkansas Symphony’s Artistic Director and Principal 

Conductor was a significant success. His dynamic leadership during the covid-19 pandemic 
resulted in national and state-wide visibility for the organization. The orchestra’s Bedtime 
with Bach online concert series received nationwide acclaim and was featured by the 
Washington Post and the Kelly Clarkson Show.

During his tenure with the ASO, Robson has conducted critically acclaimed and 
sold-out masterworks, pops, chamber, and educational concerts throughout the state. 
His innovative programming has brought new audiences into the hall and made all feel 
welcome and has inspired and energized the orchestra. 

Over the past three years, he has played an integral role in the planning, develop ment, 
and design of the new ASO Stella Boyle Smith Music Center, which opened in September 
2024. His influential leadership helped secure funding and community support for the 
orchestra’s 11.75-million-dollar project. This unique music center serves as headquarters 
for the orchestra and is conceived as an anchor in the community for artistic innovation, 
excellence, and education. It too has garnered national attention, including from NPR and 
the New York Times, and is helping the ASO to serve as a model to orchestras around the 
country looking to deepen their connection to their communities. 

In 2021, he conducted and served as executive producer for the recording of 
Florence Price’s Concerto in One Movement with the Arkansas Symphony Orchestra, 
featuring pianist Karen Walwyn. This was the orchestra’s first commercial release in 
over 20 years. In the fall of 2024, the orchestra will release a recording of Christopher 
Theofanidis’ The Wind and Petit Jean, also conducted and produced by Robson.

Robson has recently conducted numerous ballet and opera productions including 
The Nutcracker, Romeo and Juliet, La Bohème, and Madama Butterfly with the Plano 
(Texas) and Waterbury (Connecticut) symphonies, as well as Opera in the Rock (Little 
Rock) and Ballet Arkansas. As a founding member of The Chelsea Symphony (New 
York), he conducted numerous sold-out performances and served as artistic advisor, 
ensuring the growth and success of the organization. 

In addition to his rigorous Arkansas Symphony Orchestra schedule, in the 2023-24 
season Robson guest conducted the Greenville (South Carolina) Symphony Orchestra  
and the Orlando Philharmonic Orchestra. Other recent guest conducting appearances 
include with the San Juan (Colorado) Symphony, and the Plano (Texas) Symphony. 

A champion of new music, he collaborates with and explores the music of renowned 
living composers. In 2016, he conducted the world-premiere of James Stephenson’s 
Concerto for Hope with celebrated trumpeter Ryan Anthony. He served as arranger, 
conductor, and violinist for the world-premiere of Billy Blythe, a one-act opera based  
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on the life of the young Bill Clinton, by Bonnie Montgomery. He conducted the 
premiere of Into the Beautiful North by Joe Brent, performed by the 9 Horses trio, as  
well as the premiere of Richard III, A Crown of Roses, A Crown of Thorns, an opera by 
Karen Griebling. In 2021 and 2022, he secured co-commissions of new works by Tania 
León and James Lee III, which were performed by the Arkansas Symphony Orchestra.

An active violinist, Robson is an avid chamber musician and regularly collaborates 
with musicians across the country. He also serves as Artistic Director of the Faulkner 
Chamber Music Festival. In this role, he curates a summer concert series and serves as 
director of the chamber music camp for students.

He served as concertmaster of the Connecticut Virtuosi Chamber Orchestra and 
as Assistant Concertmaster of the Waterbury Symphony. He is also recognized for his 
skill and versatility as a fiddle player and has established himself as a highly sought-
after studio musician. He writes and performs string and orchestral arrangements for 
recording artists to assist them in achieving their goals in the studio. His arrangements 
have also been featured on numerous Arkansas Symphony Orchestra performances.

Robson studied orchestral conducting at the Mannes College of Music in New 
York City under the tutelage of David Hayes, and he holds violin performance degrees 
from Yale University and the Michigan State University Honors College. Primary violin 
teachers include Erick Friedman, Dmitri Berlinsky, James Krehbiel, and I-fu Wang.

He studied conducting at Yale University with Lawrence Leighton Smith, Edward 
Cumming, and Shinik Hahm. Other notable teachers include John Farrer, Neil 
Thomson, Joana Carneiro, Dirk Brossé, and Larry Rachleff.

AARON DIEHL, Piano
Pianist Aaron Diehl has quietly redefined the lines  
between jazz and classical and built a global career around 
his nuanced, understated approach to music-making. 
Praised for his “melodic precision, harmonic erudition, and 
elegant restraint” (The New York Times), and his “traditional 
jazz sound with a sophisticated contemporary spin” (The 
Guardian), Diehl has performed with musical giants such 
as Wynton Marsalis, Cécile McLorin Salvant, Tyshawn 
Sorey, and Philip Glass, and has been a soloist with the 
New York Philharmonic, the Los Angeles Philharmonic,  
the San Francisco Symphony, and the Cleveland 
Orchestra, working with conductors like Yannick Nézet-
Séguin, Marin Alsop, and Alan Gilbert. In 2023, Diehl 
was named as the Artistic Director of 92NY’s Jazz in  
July Festival, succeeding the legendary Bill Charlap.

A leader in contemporary jazz, the Philadelphia Inquirer exclaimed that “there’s an 
entire world of jazz in Aaron Diehl’s playing…he makes the case that jazz is not one 
style or genre but many, gliding gorgeously among decades of artistic influences.” With 
an expansive, orchestral, lyrical approach to the piano that channels predecessors like 
Ahmad Jamal, Erroll Garner, Art Tatum, and Jelly Roll Morton, Diehl has headlined  
the Monterey, Detroit, and Newport Jazz Festivals, and had residencies at Jazz at 
Lincoln Center, the Village Vanguard, SF Jazz, and many more.  

c o n t i n u e d  n e x t  p a g e
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Diehl’s creative vision draws equally from the classical music tradition, with 
DownBeat Magazine stating, “Diehl gracefully melds two worlds, merging the 
improvisational spirit of jazz with the compositional intricacies of Western classical 
music.” Diehl has performed with top orchestras across the US, at leading venues like 
Carnegie Hall, Lincoln Center, The Hollywood Bowl, the Elbphilharmonie, and 
Tanglewood. He has collaborated with classical stars ranging from Inon Barnatan to  
J’Nai Bridges to The Knights, and his compositions have been commissioned by the 
Monterey Jazz Festival, Glenmorangie Scotch, and others.

In the 2023-24 season, Diehl and his trio, featuring bassist David Wong and 
drummer Aaron Kimmel, open the New Jersey Symphony’s season with a program that 
includes Still’s Out of the Silence and Ellington’s New World A-Comin’. The trio also makes 
its St. Louis Symphony Orchestra debut with a performance of Mary Lou Williams’ 
Zodiac Suite. As the 2024 Resonate Festival Artist-in-Residence, Diehl will explore the 
theme of musical intersections, with works by John Lewis, Mary Lou Williams’ Zodiac 
Suite, and Johann Sebastian Bach’s Harpsichord Concerto No. 1 in D minor, conducted 
by Eric Jacobsen. In the spring, Diehl joins the Los Angeles Philharmonic for the world 
premiere of Timo Andres’ new piano concerto, conducted by John Adams.

During the 2022-23 season, Diehl was featured alongside Bill Charlap and Kenny 
Barron as part of 92NY’s “Three Generations at the Piano” program during Charlap’s 
penultimate season as the Jazz in July music director. Diehl would later go on to perform 
alongside fellow pianists Isaiah J. Thompson and Caelan Cardello as part of Charlap’s 
final season. As Kaufman Music Center’s 2022 Artist-in-Residence, Diehl presented  
a recital program that included Sir Roland Hanna’s lesser known 24 Preludes. He would 
later go on to present the 24 Preludes in a trio performance at Tanglewood. Diehl also 
performed Zodiac Suite with the Philadelphia and Cleveland Orchestras under the batons 
of Cristian Măcelaru and Jader Bignamini, respectively.

In September 2023, Diehl released his recording of Mary Lou Williams’ Zodiac 
Suite with The Knights, a Brooklyn-based orchestral collective led by conductor Eric 
Jacobsen. As the first-ever studio recording of Mary Lou Willams’ Zodiac Suite, it has 
been touted as “a joyous, enchanting creation… a triumph” (The Guardian), with Diehl 
lauded as “a contemporary champion” (The New York Times), and “a perfect choice  
to preside over this landmark recording” (The Wall Street Journal). The album features 
Diehl’s trio and guest artists saxophonist Nicole Glover, clarinetist   Evan Christopher, 
trumpeter Brandon Lee, and soprano Mikaela Bennett. The critically-acclaimed album 
is Diehl’s fourth recording on Mack Avenue Records, following 2020’s The Vagabond, 
2015’s Space Time Continuum, and his 2013 label debut, The Bespoke Man’s Narrative. 

Diehl was born in Columbus, Ohio, where he grew up listening to his grandfather, 
pianist and trombonist Arthur Baskerville. His family nurtured Diehl’s undeniable 
musical talents from a young age and in 2002, a 16-year-old Diehl competed in Jazz 
at Lincoln Center’s Essentially Ellington competition, where he placed as a finalist. It 
was there that he attracted the attention of Wynton Marsalis, who invited Diehl to join 
his septet for a European tour. After studying at Julliard under the direction of Kenny 
Barron, Eric Reed, and Oxana Yablonskaya, Diehl was awarded the 2011 American 
Pianists Association’s Cole Porter Fellowship. Diehl, who holds commercial single and 
multi-engine pilot certifications, inherited a lifelong love of flying from his father who 
was himself an avid pilot. Diehl has been a Steinway Artist since 2016.

A R T I S T S  c o n t i n u e d



LEGACY 
GIVING
Thank you to the following donors  
who have made a commitment to 

support ASO’s long-term financial 
health through a planned gift. 

Dr. Howard Barnhard
Phyllis & Michael Barrier

W.C. Barrier
Robert D. Cabe

Melanie & Dr. Clif Christopher
Estate of Joan O. Chronister

Fred Darragh
Flo Deer

Dr. Mary Good
Janet T. Honeycutt
Ike Allen Laws, Jr.
Bruce L. McEntire

H. Chapman McGaughy
WM. L. “Dub” Moore

Nancy Pfeifer
Dr. Lamar Riggs

Linda Riggs
E. Lee Ronnel

Martha N. Sowell

To find out more or to notify ASO of  
your intentions to make a planned gift,  

please contact David Renfro at  
(501) 666-1761, ext. 130 .

Patrons’ 
Club  

Lounge
Welcoming ASO donors at the  
Patrons’ Club level and above

The ASO offers complimentary entry  

to the Patrons’ Club Lounge in thanks to  

donors giving $1,250 or more annually.  

Enjoy wine, beer and soft drinks during  

intermission of Saturday and Sunday  

mainstage concerts.

To give and to learn about ASO’s  
donor benefits, scan this QR code.

Located in the Barry Travis Lounge  
on the historic lobby level.

FROM THE ORCHESTR A LEVEL:  
Take the elevators to level 2, then take a right.

FROM THE GR AND TIER:  
Exit through double doors at top of stairs and go left,  

or take elevators to level 2, then take a right.



PROGRAM NOTES

MASQUERADE / Anna Clyne
b. London, England/ March 9, 1980

If the ASO needed an overture to herald the new concert season, the energetic 
opening work Masquerade would be a perfect fit. And if a fanfare was needed to invite 
everyone to celebrate with the ASO on its move into a new physical home at the brand-
new ASO Stella Boyle Smith Music Center, this music is suitable for that as well!

Since its first performance in 2013 by the BBC Symphony Orchestra under the 
baton of Marin Alsop, Masquerade has been a popular addition to symphonic (and 
band) concert programs around the world. Its widespread success can be attributed to 
beautiful melodies, original timbral combinations, low viscosity tonal shifts, and complete 
unpredictability, plus there’s never a dull moment throughout the five-minute duration. 
Make no mistake, this is a complicated composition, but it’s easily accessible to modern 
audiences (think John Williams’ music, but without any guardrails). Like manipulating 
a camera lens, Clyne’s score toggles foreground and background sounds, frequently 
shifting our focus. Her performance instructions in the score are not the usual worn-
out Italian words, they are in crystal clear modern English. A “Powerful and vigorous” 
gesture of racing notes appears first at the opening. Followed by sections marked  
“Lilting with undulation” and “Playful and thorny,” while other indications incorporate 
words like “Soaring,” “Ominous,” and “Pompous.” These precise suggestions enable  
the conductor and players to do their best to help listeners imagine the intended  
bustling cityscape of old.

Here are the words of composer Anna Clyne voicing her inspirations 
and intentions:
Masquerade draws inspiration from the original mid-18th century promenade 
concerts held in London’s pleasure gardens. As is true today, these concerts were  
a place where people from all walks of life mingled to enjoy a wide array of music. 
Other forms of entertainment ranged from the sedate to the salacious with acrobatics, 
exotic street entertainers, dancers, fireworks, and masquerades. I am fascinated  
by the historic and sociological courtship between music and dance. Combined with 
costumes, masked guises, and elaborate settings, masquerades created an exciting,  
yet controlled, sense of occasion and celebration. It is this that I wish to evoke 
in Masquerade.
The work derives its material from two melodies. For the main theme, I imagined  
a chorus welcoming the audience and inviting them into their imaginary world.  
The second theme, Juice of Barley, is an old English country dance melody and 
drinking song, which first appeared in John Playford’s 1695 edition of The English 
Dancing Master.
It is an honor to compose music for the Last Night of the Proms and I dedicate 
Masquerade to the Prommers.
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CONCERTO IN F / George Gershwin
b. Brooklyn, New York, USA/ September 26, 1898 – July 11, 1937

In 1924, on the day after the première performance of Rhapsody in Blue, superstar 
composer/pianist George Gershwin was approached by Walter Damrosch to create a 
“sequel” to be performed by Gershwin with the New York Symphony, an orchestral rival 
of the Philharmonic. Damrosch had been leading the NY Symphony for nearly forty 
years and was savvy enough to know this was a time to “strike while the iron is hot;” he 
was a well-known and influential New York conductor and composer who in in a few 
years (1928) would facilitate the merger of the New York Symphony with the New York 
Philharmonic. (Fans of TV’s The Gilded Age might recognize the drama that can happen 
when rival music organizations are concurrently seeking financial support.)

Gershwin accepted the commission, but he couldn’t start working on it right away. 
Only in his mid-twenties, he was the toast of the town in NYC, with two musicals  
on Broadway during the 1924-25 season (written in collaboration with his brother Ira). 
Hit songs from those shows included “Fascinating Rhythm” and “Lady, Be Good.”  
In the summer of 1925 when the season was over, Gershwin got away from “the city,”  
going way out west in New York state to the idyllic beauty and relative quiet found  
at the Chautauqua Institution. That was where he started to put onto paper the musical 
ideas that became Concerto in F. The work was completed in the fall, and the first public 
performance took place in December 1925, nearly two years after Rhapsody in Blue.

Here are some skeletal program notes about this work, in Gershwin’s own words:
The first movement employs the Charleston rhythm. It is quick and pulsating, 
representing the young enthusiastic spirit of American life. It begins with a rhythmic 
motif given out by the kettle drums. The principal theme is announced by the bassoon. 
Later, a second theme is introduced by the piano.
The second movement has a poetic, nocturnal atmosphere which has come to be referred 
to as the American blues, but in a purer form than that in which they are usually treated. 
The final movement reverts to the style of the first. It is an orgy of rhythms, starting 
violently and keeping to the same pace throughout.

Notice that Gershwin does not mention the word “Jazz,” but the sound of jazz 
must have resonated in his ears when contemporaries in NY like Louis Armstrong 
and Duke Ellington were living and performing just city blocks away. Now, a century 
later, listeners have had the opportunity to hear music from all of jazz history, and some 
may say Concerto in F sounds old-fashioned. There’s no doubt, though, about what we 
share with listeners who heard this music fresh during the “Roaring 20’s,” which is a 
recognition that George Gershwin knew how to skillfully employ the expressive power 
of the so-called blue note.

Having heard what Gershwin had to say, here are some more details about the  
three movements of Concerto in F.

I. It’s hard to imagine this is Gershwin’s first attempt to compose and orchestrate 
a large-scale work! Those listeners expecting to hear a first movement that’s 
structured like an 18th or 19th century piano concerto will need to think 
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again. The tempo is not a consistent Allegro; the tonality jumps from key 
to key, and while there are two standout themes, there’s no apparent sonata 
form. Instead, we have variety and novelty, rhythmic vitality and melodic 
invention. Gershwin told us he used the “Charleston” rhythm (from a 
dance that’s not nearly as popular now as it was then!). He later used that 
rhythm as the basis for his famous song “I’ve Got Rhythm;” to understand 
how it sounds, think “I’ve got…” from that song. 

II. The piano soloist has to delay their entrance until after the trumpet and 
the oboe are featured on extended expressive solos. Brooding clarinets 
tag along, earning their inclusion by being one of the most popular 
jazz instruments at the time. The edgy timbre of the solo instruments 
contributes to a mood that might remind some listeners of a Hollywood 
scene depicting a lonely person in the big city. The piano breaks the spell  
and leads into a more light and lively section, and eventually the movement 
finds its way to the melody the piano introduced at the start of the first 
movement. When the music returns to the opening “lonely” mood, 
Gershwin adds the gentler countenance of the flute as a featured voice. 

III. The final movement is the fastest and shortest, around half the length of 
each of the earlier movements. The tempo is more consistent than we have 
heard so far in this piece, with strong rhythmic drive from bar one. Listen 
for the few built-in pauses as they might make you smile. As before, there 
are plenty of syncopated notes, modulating melodies, and solo spotlights. 
The final section is bookended by the jump-scare sound of a gong to lead 
us in, and a Zarathustrian timpani solo at its end. Gershwin brings the 
work full circle as we hear a full-throttle return to the climactic melody 
from movement two, the same melody that we heard as the piano made  
its first gentle entrance in movement one. Gershwin’s goodbye includes  
a rare tutti trill that some might compare to a Bronx cheer.

GRAFFITI / Carlos Simon
b. Atlanta, Georgia, USA/ 1986

In 2021, a small academic consortium commissioned Carlos Simon to compose 
Graffiti. The instrumentation consists of a full string section with single woodwinds  
and brasses, plus a drum set and piano. The composer endorses an option for this work  
to be performed with a reduced number of string players to create an even more intimate 
version with one on each part. It’s a colorful and atmospheric score requiring virtuosic 
musicians. The influence of jazz melody, harmony, and rhythm is at least as much as  
is found in the Gershwin works heard on this program.

While traditional “program music” attempts to use music to portray or suggest 
moments of a narrative, one could make a case that Graffiti, likewise, attempts to use 
musical language to portray or suggest aspects of a visual art experience. Each of the 
contrasting movements is designed to help listeners differentiate the distinct components 
in the creation of graffiti art, a topic in which many of us are likely not well-versed. In 
short, these parts represent: I. Painting a unique ID; II. Painting letters; III. Etching  
into a surface; and IV. Larger works (on the scale of a mural).



Over the years graffiti has grown in acceptance by many in our society, and some 
cities even hire graffiti artists to legally beautify urban spaces.

CUBAN OVERTURE /  George Gershwin
b. Brooklyn, New York, USA/ September 26, 1898 – July 11, 1937

Gershwin had a vacation trip to Havana, Cuba in early 1932 and was inspired to 
write a musical tribute to Cuba. Only a few months after the visit he composed and 
orchestrated this work for full orchestra with the addition of percussion instruments 
common in Cuba that play a prominent role in this piece. Originally entitled Rumba, 
Gershwin updated the title to Cuban Overture to make it sound more acceptable for 
American concert stages. Gershwin shared his elation that the première was “…the  
most exciting night I have ever had…,”  when Cuban Overture was performed by  
the New York Philharmonic at a stadium holding more than 17,000 people.

Musically, this is bold and suave dance music with engaging melodies at the 
beginning and the end. Sandwiched in between at a slower pace, we hear a mysterious 
and seductive diversion, with woodwind timbres leading the way alongside the ever-
present exotic percussion sounds.

PROGRAM NOTES BY BARRY McVINNEY © 2024



ENDOWMENT SUPPORT

The Arkansas Symphony would like to thank the following donors who have 
made a lasting commitment to great symphonic music and music education  
in Arkansas through their gifts to the Arkansas Symphony Orchestra 
Foundation. The Arkansas Symphony Orchestra is now in its 59th season,  
and these gifts to the ASO Foundation help ensure future generations can 
enjoy the artistic excellence and education programs of the orchestra for the 
next 50 seasons and beyond.
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FROM THE CEO

FOR MOR E INFOR M ATION, V ISIT ArkansasSymphony.org/crescendo

Arkansas Symphony Orchestra opened its new $11.75 million Stella Boyle Smith  
Music Center in Little Rock’s East Village in September 2024, creating a first-of-its-kind  

music-focused headquarters for the state. The new 20,000-square-foot, state-of-the-art  
facility is the Symphony’s first permanent home in its 58-year history.

PHOTO: DERO SANFORD AND WER ARCHITECTS

The new music center is a radically-welcoming hub of musical activity for all  
Arkansans, serving youth and adults of all ages with an array of musical offerings. The building  

provides access to music education, music performances, and music-making to residents  
of all corners of the state through new spaces and a broadcast and recording studio.
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E. Lee Ronnel Music AcademyE. Lee Ronnel Music Academy
The E. Lee Ronnel Music Academy expands ASO’s capacity to reach and serve

Arkansas children and adults through music education programs. These are
designed to develop confidence, creative thinking and a strong work ethic that

will enhance students' musical endeavors and life skills. The E. Lee Ronnel Music
Academy will also support the development of future music programs in the Stella

Boyle Smith Music Center that may include adult music classes, bucket band,
children’s choir and more.
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Thank you! The support on ASO Giving Day 2024 was overwhelming!
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R.T. Jackson†
George K. Mitchell, MD†
Lee Ronnel†
Sam Sowell†
Stella Boyle Smith†
Polly Keller Winter†
Mary Worthen†
Elizabeth Young†

EMERITUS  
BOARD MEMBERS
Byron Eiseman
Robert B. Moore
Martin Thoma

HONORARY  
MEMBERS
Shannon Heard
Mike Mayton

EXECUTIVE  
COMMITTEE
Jan Hundley, Chair
Rick Adkins
Debi Barnes
Dr. Denise Compton
Mary Frances Cotham
Courtney Crouch
T. Martin Davis
Brigita Gardner
Dr. Laura Hutchins
Susan Marsh
Dr. Phillip Peters
Bob Roberts
Dr. Jan Shorey
Richard P. Wheeler, MD

DIRECTORS
Elizabeth Andreoli
Teresita Angtuaco
Suzanne Babbie
Deborah Baldwin
Phyllis Barrier
Nick Brown
Lisa Brumley
Clif Christopher
Dr. Steven Clift
Cindy Conger
Jeff Cook
Barry Coplin
Jane Cornish
Jay Cranford
Joe W. Crow
Nancy Crow
Matt De Luca
Dora Jane Flesher
Natalie Ghidotti
Dr. John Hayes
Melissa Henshaw

Kim Hillis
Christy Hockaday
D. Dean Kumpuris
Christi Lemery
Julie Marshall
Dan Oberste
Nikki Parnell
Dale Ronnel
John Rowland
Carlton Saffa
Joanna Seibert
Dr. Steve Shirm
Terri Smith 
ex officio, Board of Advisors
Bryan Stanbridge
Elizabeth Stinnett
David Straessle
Jim Wallis
Chris White
Marsha Winters
Carolyn Witherspoon
Jeremiah Wood
Jacob Wunsch
Dan Young

GUILDS
Lesley Cooper 
ASO Guild

Marie Hylden
Hot Springs/Hot Springs Village  
Symphony Guild

Sue Ann Strait
Russellville Symphony Guild

Geoffrey Robson
Music Director

Jan Hundley
Chair of the Board
 

Christina Littlejohn
Chief Executive Officer

†Deceased
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MUSICIAN SPONSORSHIP

Drs. Lee Abel & Eleanor Kennedy 
sponsoring Meredith Maddox Hicks
Maureen & Rick Adkins 
sponsoring Lyle Wong
Elizabeth Andreoli & Joe Goellner 
sponsoring Travis Scharer 
Dr. Teresita L. Angtuaco 
sponsoring Katherine Williamson
Suzanne & Dr. Earl Babbie 
sponsoring Mara Goree
Debi Barnes 
sponsoring Alisa Coffey
Karen Barnwell 
sponsoring Landon Honolka
Phyllis & Michael Barrier 
sponsoring Brent Shires
Debbie & Rob Bass 
sponsoring Charlotte Crosmer
Mr. & Mrs. Wayne Bennett, Jr. 
sponsoring Gabriel Vega
Susan & Nick Brown 
sponsoring Ross Ahlhorn
Lisa Brumley 
sponsoring Carolyn Brown
Meredith & Graham Catlett 
sponsoring Brent Shires
Melanie & Dr. Clif Christopher 
sponsoring Casey Buck,  
Karla Fournier, and Drew Irvin
Marcia & Dr. Steven A. Clift 
sponsoring Jordan Musgrave
Drs. Denise Compton  
& Doug Owens 
sponsoring Drew Irvin
Cynthia L. Conger 
sponsoring Tom McDonald
Sheena & Jeffrey Cook 
sponsoring Lauren Pokorzynski 
Jane & Pete Cornish 
sponsoring Rick Dimond
Mary Frances & Ralph† Cotham 
sponsoring Robin Dauer
Jay Cranford 
sponsoring Jacob Wunsch
Courtney & Amber Crouch 
sponsoring Travis Scharer 
Virginia Flynn & Dr. Joe Crow 
sponsoring Jacob Wunsch
Nancy & Tom Crow 
sponsoring David Renfro
Sandra & Matthew De Luca 
sponsoring Timothy MacDuff
Carol & Byron Eiseman 
sponsoring Ross Ahlhorn
Dora Jane & Greg Flesher 
sponsoring Marianne Shifrin

Marion Fulk 
sponsoring Tatiana Kotcherguina
Brigita Gardner 
sponsoring Carolyn Brown
Jim & Becky† Gifford 
sponsoring Jordan Musgrave
Lars Gren 
sponsoring Bruce Faske
David F. Gruenewald 
sponsoring David Renfro
Drs. Cynthia Ross &  
Martin Hauer-Jensen 
sponsoring Beth Wheeler
Lisa & Dr. John Hayes 
sponsoring Daniel Santelices
Anonymous 
sponsoring Sandra Bailey
Melissa Henshaw 
sponsoring Tatiana Kotcherguina
Susan† & Dr. Charles Hiller 
sponsoring Julian Pranata
Kim Hillis & Dr. Jean Matchett 
sponsoring Magdalena Ryszkowski
Jan & Dr. Randal Hundley 
sponsoring Marianne Shifrin
Drs. Steve & Laura Hutchins 
sponsoring Leanna Renfro
Melrose Besario & Larry Johnson 
sponsoring Magdalena Ryszkowski
Ruthe & Philip† Kaplan 
sponsoring Leanna Renfro
Rhonda & Steven Keith 
sponsoring Evan Mino
Julie & Christoph Keller III 
sponsoring Kater Reynolds
Drs. Jeannette Lee & Philip Kenney 
sponsoring Katherine Williamson
Mary & Dr. Dean Kumpuris 
sponsoring David Gerstein
Christi Lemery 
sponsoring Leanne Day-Simpson
Susan & Dr. James Marsh 
sponsoring Sandra McDonald
Julie & Lynn Marshall 
sponsoring Landon Honolka
Dr. & Mrs. Robert B. Moore 
sponsoring Carl Mason
Susie & Charles Morgan 
sponsoring David Renfro
Cindy & Charles Murphy III 
sponsoring Tom McDonald
Mr. & Mrs. Walter Nunnelly III 
sponsoring Michael Underwood
Dr. Phillip & Janice Peters 
sponsoring Alisa Coffey
Delia Prather 
sponsoring Marissa Takaki

Cindy & Dr. Herbert Price 
sponsoring Sara Neilson
Stacy & Bob Roberts 
sponsoring Andrew Stadler
Dale & Lee† Ronnel 
sponsoring Beth Wheeler
Denise & John Rowland 
sponsoring Erick Saoud
Kristen & Carlton Saffa 
sponsoring Tyler Bjerke
Molly Satterfield 
sponsoring Jordan Musgrave
Joanna & Robert Seibert 
sponsoring Sandra McDonald
Steven W. Shirm, MD 
sponsoring Joe Joyner
Dr. Jeannette Shorey  
& Mr. Lindsay Thomas 
sponsoring Linnaea Brophy
Ernie & Samantha Skyrme 
sponsoring Algis Staskevicius
Jawanda & LeMoyne Smith 
sponsoring Trisha McGovern Freeney
Nan & Dr. Art Squire 
sponsoring Carl Anthony
Lauren & Bryan Stanbridge 
sponsoring Erick Saoud
Elizabeth & Dr. Chris Stinnett 
sponsoring Drew Irvin
Richard & Dr. Judyth† Swingen 
sponsoring Erick Saoud
Philip Trimble 
sponsoring Leanne Day-Simpson
Jan & Sam† Trotter 
sponsoring Ed Owen
Gus Vratsinas 
sponsoring Rick Dimond
James Wallis & Pat Becker Wallis 
sponsoring Kiril Laskarov
Terri & Dr. Charles J. Watkins, MD 
sponsoring Leanna Renfro
Beth & Dr. Dick Wheeler 
sponsoring Lorraine Duso Kitts
Chris White 
sponsoring Mara Goree
Mr. & Mrs. Jeremiah Wood 
sponsoring Madison Shake
Sherry Worthen 
sponsoring Andrew Stadler 
Dan & Catherine Young 
sponsoring Gabriel Vega
Rebsamen Fund 
sponsoring Katherine Williamson
Stella Boyle Smith Trust 
sponsoring Kiril Laskarov & Erick Saoud 

 
For more information about how you can sponsor a talented ASO musician,  
please contact David Renfro at (501) 666-1761, ext. 130.

Through their contributions to the ASO Annual Fund, the following donors 
support artist fees and expenses as Musician Sponsors. An exceptional orchestra 
is not possible without the support of the community — please join us in 
thanking these dedicated Symphony supporters.

†Deceased donor



†Deceased donor

Your Gifts Bring 
Music to Life!

The Arkansas Symphony Orchestra is a registered 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization: Federal Tax ID# 71-6059542.

The ASO does not provide tax or legal advice. Please consult with your tax and financial advisors on the implications  
of your charitable gifts and the benefits you may be eligible to receive.

ASO’s year-round music education 
programs are vital for the students 
of Arkansas, especially as most are 
receiving only the state minimum 
amount of arts education each week 
during the school year. Filling this  
gap in music education is only possible 
with the support of our community 
members, donors, and patrons. A gift 
today will ensure ASO can continue to 
provide high-quality music education 
and engagement opportunities to 
Arkansans of all ages.

There are many ways to support  
the music and education programs you 
love—the ASO welcomes you to give  
in the way that is right for you!

n  GIVE BY CHECK  
 OR CREDIT CARD

 • GIVE ONLINE:  
  ArkansasSymphony.org/Support
 • MAIL A CHECK:  
  P.O. Box 7328 
  Little Rock, AR 72217
 • GIVE BY PHONE:  
  501-666-1761, ext. 112 or 129

n  SUSTAIN THE MUSIC  
 AS A MONTHLY DONOR
n HONORARY AND  
 MEMORIAL GIFTS
n  EMPLOYER MATCHING  
 GIFTS
n  GIFTS OF STOCK
n  ENDOWMENT GIFTS
n  IRA CHARITABLE  
 DISTRIBUTIONS
n  DONOR-ADVISED  
 FUND GRANTS
n  LEGACY GIFTS

For more information,  
scan this QR code! 



INDIVIDUAL SUPPORT

The Arkansas Symphony Orchestra is deeply grateful to the following  
individuals who support our concert season and services to the community  
through generous contributions to the Annual Fund. Special appreciation  
to the Arkansas Symphony Orchestra Foundation, the Arkansas Symphony  
Orchestra Guild, the Hot Springs/Hot Springs Village Symphony Guild,  
and the Russellville Symphony Guild for their extraordinary support.

STELLA BOYLE SMITH SOCIETY ($20,000+)
Arkansas Democrat-Gazette
Kim Hillis & Dr. Jean Matchett
Susie & Charles Morgan
Rebsamen Fund
Saracen Casino Resort
Stella Boyle Smith Trust
Gus Vratsinas

FOUNDERS’ CIRCLE ($15,000+)
Nancy & Tom Crow
Brigita Gardner
Cindy & Charles Murphy III
Dr. Phillip & Janice Peters
James Wallis & Pat Becker Wallis

ARTISTS’ CIRCLE ($10,000+)
Lee Abel & Eleanor Kennedy
Maureen & Rick Adkins
Elizabeth Andreoli & Joe Goellner
Melanie & Dr. Clif Christopher
Cynthia L. Conger
Jane & Pete Cornish
Mary Frances & Ralph† Cotham
Lars Gren
Jan & Dr. Randal Hundley
Julie & Christoph Keller III
Susan & Dr. James Marsh
Julie & Lynn Marshall
Dr. & Mrs. Robert B. Moore
Mr. & Mrs. Walter Nunnelly III
Richard & Dr. Judyth† Swingen

CLUB ‘66 ($5,000+)
Anonymous
Lynda G. Anderson
Dr. Teresita L. Angtuaco
Suzanne & Dr. Earl Babbie
Dr. Deborah Baldwin & James E. Metzger
Debi Barnes & David Hadidi
Phyllis & Michael Barrier
Mr. & Mrs. Wayne Bennett, Jr.
Luana Bracy*
Susan & Nick Brown
Lisa Brumley
Meredith & Graham Catlett
Marcia & Dr. Steven A. Clift
Drs. Denise Compton & Doug Owens*
Jeffrey & Sheena Cook
Jay Cranford
Courtney & Amber Crouch
Virginia Flynn & Dr. Joe Crow
Sandra & Matthew De Luca
Carol & Byron Eiseman

Dora Jane & Greg Flesher
Dr. Beverly Foster & T. Martin Davis*
Marion Fulk
Jim & Becky† Gifford
Julianne Dante Grundfest
Lisa & Dr. John Hayes
Melissa Henshaw
Drs. Steve & Laura Hutchins
Melrose Besario & Larry Johnson
Ruthe & Philip† Kaplan
Rhonda & Steven Keith
Drs. Jeannette Lee & Philip Kenney
Mary & Dr. Dean Kumpuris
Christi Lemery
Paul & Elizabeth Nyhus
Rachael & Dan Oberste
Nikki Parnell
Delia Prather
Cindy & Dr. Herbert Price
Stacy & Bob Roberts
Dale G. Ronnel
Denise & John Rowland
Molly Satterfield
Glenda & Robert Schmidt
Joanna & Robert Seibert
Steven W. Shirm, MD
Dr. Jeannette Shorey & Mr. Lindsay Thomas
Ernie & Samantha Skyrme
Jawanda & LeMoyne Smith
Nan & Dr. Art Squire
Bryan & Lauren Stanbridge
Elizabeth & Dr. Chris Stinnett
Philip K. Trimble
Terri & Dr. Charles J. Watkins, MD
Beth & Dr. Dick Wheeler
Chris White
Marsha Winters
Emily & Jeremiah Wood
Sherry Worthen
Dan & Catherine Young

PLAYERS’ CLUB ($2,500+)
Dr. Ruth Marie Allen†
Celia K. Barnhard
Karen Barnwell
Sara Hendricks Batcheller
Donna & Joseph† Bates
Glenn Beasley & Monica Denham
Mary Busby
Barry Coplin & Rev. Susan Payne
Maryann & Jack East III
Jo Evelyn Elston
Sandra & Mike Flynn



Larry & Joanne Gay
Alan & Pauline Noznick Gerstein*
Dr. James Graham, MD
David F. Gruenewald
Wanda Hartnuss & Werner Schwarz
Howard & Barbara Hawes
Susan† & Dr. Charles Hiller
Ron & Jo Anne Holmes
Barbara R. Hoover
Lenka Horakova & Trip Strauss
James & Leigh Hudson
Dr. Soledad Jasin
W.W. & Anne Jones Charitable Trust
Ouida & George Keck
Larry E. Kircher
Drew & Nancy Kumpuris
Helen T. Leigh
Patty & Jon Limbacher
Dodie & Lewis Mahoney
Teddi & Dr. W. Steven Metzer
Elizabeth F. Minton
Chris & Angela Mitchell
Dr. & Mrs. George† K. Mitchell
Drs. Roberta & Thomas Monson
Diana & John Murphy
Dr. & Mrs. Alvah J. Nelson III
Ron Oberlag
Peter & Pattie O’Connell*
Alyce & John Parker
Lynn & Chris Parker
Kristianna & John Pittenger
Dr. & Mrs. Robert Powers
Mrs. Joel Pugh
Nancy F. Rector, MD
Dr. Robert Ritchie
Diana Taylor & John Senner
Grace & John Steuri
Suzanne & Chuck Stofer
Len & Patty Tanner
Mrs. Judy Trice
Rhonda Wenberg
Mark L. Williams
Carolyn & John† Witherspoon
Mary & Jim Wohlleb

PATRONS’ CLUB ($1,250+)
Anonymous
Carolyn Y. & Don Barnes
Debbie & Rob Bass
Susan & Dr. Keith Berry
Joyce & Jim Betts
Peyton Bishop
Lord & Lady Blackwell of Glencoe & Kilnaish
René Bressinck & Diane Allen
Fred I. Brown
Greg & Jeanie Burton
Richard Campbell
Jon Claas
Chuck Cliett & Jay Barth
Jamie & Mike Coogan
Molly & Glenn Crawshaw
Julie & Patrick Dempsey
Jennifer Dillaha, MD
Karen & John DiPippa
Larry & Holly Eaton-Bradfield
Chuck & Kathy Eckerson

Ellen & Thomas Fennell
Jackye & Curtis Finch, Jr.
Ellen Fischer
Denise & Fred Fleming
Doris Freshour
Helen & Fred Harrison*
Bill Harrison
Fran Henderson & Mike Watts
D. Micah Hester
Andrew Hiegel
Dr. Chet & Ann† Hight
Dr. Don Hill
Betsy & Cyril Hollingsworth
IK Network Solutions 
Dr. Jerry G. Ingram & Ms. Catherine Vander Woude
Dr. John & Colleen Jayroe
Kelly & Alyssa Journey
Jim Kelly*
Suzanne & Kent Kuch
Ginny & Baker Kurrus
Cherry Light
Christina Littlejohn*
Anne Marie Maddox
Jackie & Charles Martin
Dr. & Mrs. J. Zachary Mason*
Paulette & Jay Mehta
Carl H. Miller, Jr. Foundation
Katherine & Justin Mitchell
Marita & Sarkis Nazarian
Carolyn & Justice David Newbern
Michelle & Dr. Thomas Nowlin
Dr. Kristen O’Connell & Geoffrey Robson
Priscilla & Patrick O’Malley
David & Jean Parham
Pat Compton Pearcy
Dr. Sara E. Peeples
Dr. Christine A. Poe
Patricia & Mark Pollack
Frances & Robert Pugh
Leanna & David Renfro*
Daniel Rousseau
Lois Sandusky & Thomas McGowan
Susan & Michael Schmitz
Margaret Schulz*
Nan Selz
Sue Sims*
Terri Smith*
Martha M. Smither
Nancy Spaulding
Stephen Stair
Katherine Stanick†
Pat & Bill Tedford
John & Jansy Thompson
Karron & Geno Wages
Dale & Roger Webb
Paul J. Weisenfels
Sandy & Mark White
Drs. Alexis & Hunter White
Mary Wildgen
Janet & Fred† Williams
Camille Williams
Rebecca Wilson
Drs. Keith Wolter & Jill Mhyre

*Denotes Sustaining Donors of the Arkansas Symphony Orchestra, contributing monthly to support music  
and music education across Arkansas. You can become a sustaining donor at ArkansasSymphony.org/donate.

†Deceased donor



SUSTAINER ($750+)
Anonymous
Dr. Brenda Booth*
Anne E. Boyd
Drs. Sandra Chai & John Brineman
Julie Cabe
Caitlin Campbell
Lorna & Mark Coffey
Patty & Don Crabbe
Barbara & Jim† Daugherty
Charles Davidson
Michelle & Joseph Dowell
Matt & Kristin Duckworth
Victor Ellsworth
Tim & Peggy Farrell
Jeanne &  Robert Fitzgerald
Debbie Goolsby
Dr. Chris Hackler
Michael Hagen
Dottie & Stuart Hankins
Rachel & Stewart Hart
Anita & Ron Hayden
Karen & Ray Holliday
Dr. Stephen Kahler
Mary Lowe Kennedy
Jules & Frank Kumpuris
Nikki & Larry Lawson
Dr. & Mrs. Maurice A. Lee
Wes & Sally Littlejohn
Caroline & George Makris
Michael & Rebecca Matthews
Joyce McMillan
Mary & Jack Mulkey
Sarah M. Spencer & Fred M. Oswald
Georgann Ozment
Don Pfeifer
Alice Pfeiffer
Harriett Phillips
Dr. Donald Putnam
Robin Reed
Dana B. Ritchie
Ann Robinson
Kristie Robinson
Shannon & Troy Schoening
Karen & Gary Shires
Betsy & Vic Snyder
Barbara A. Sprague
Marilyn Strickland
Mary Ann Taft
Annabelle & Henry Tuck*
Van Brimer Family Foundation
Cheryl & David Wadley
John & Delynne West
David & Pam Wood

FELLOW ($500+)
Anonymous
Deema & Eyad Abochale
Jeanne Bonar
Dr. Richard Brown*
Sara Chastain
Dr. & Mrs. Dan P. Chisholm
Tandy Cobb & Dr. James Willis
Charleen & Edgar Copeland
Jerry Core
April & James Counts
Frances Cranford
Cynthia & Nick Dawson
Stefanie & Paul Dickinson
Kate Dow
Audrey & Donald Evans
Jerry & Karen Fetzer 
Masami Fiser
Michele Cottler-Fox
Linda & John Greer
Sybil J. Hampton
Drs. Cynthia Ross &  

Martin Hauer-Jensen
Darrell Jackson
Paula & Lee Johnson
Janet & Bud Jones
Nancy & Richard Jorgensen
Dr. & Mrs. Bob Landgren
Christina Leonhardt
Robert & Kyndall Lercher
Joelyn Levy
Dorothy & Carl Lindsey
Pat & Joe Luzzi
Edwina Mann
Dr. Richard & Mrs. Sondra McKelvey
Mary Ann & Bob McKuin
Dr. Richard Meyer
Dr. Heather Moore
Thomas Morgan
Angela & Duong Nguyen
J.B. & Chesta Norton
Dee & John L. Ostner
Lynne & Dr. Paul Phillips
Virginia & Mike Porta
David Prickitt
Kitty & Bill Rubenstein
Shayna Sessler
Sara Shalin
Dr. & Mrs. Gene Singleton
Curtis Smith
Marcelline Smith
Charles Tadlock
Pat & Bob Torvestad
Lillie F. Wallick
Dr. & Mrs. Galen R. Wenger
Bill Wingfield
Kathleen & David Witchger
Alice Witterman
Jacob Wunsch & Haeshin Shin
Duane & Ann Wunsch

ASSOCIATE ($250+)
Anonymous
John Althoff & Nancy Hamlin
Susan E. Arnett
Linda Bly & Ed Turnage
Marjan Boerma
Drs. Samuel & Bobbie Boyd
Vernon Brewer
Drs. Jane & Paul Brown
Sandra & Dale Brubaker*
Barbara & Lee Burroughs
Joi Burton
Judy Busbey
Marsha & Norman Callaway
Jamie Carroll & Katherine Blackmon 

Carroll
Kelly Causey
Scott & Martha Christie
Dennis & Esther Coffin
Liane Curtis
Kerri Davis
Peggy & Haskell Dickinson
Andrea & William Dobson
Laura & Brandon Dorris*
Martha & LTC (Ret.) Carroll† Dunn
Laurie & John Eckart
Regina Ezell
Karen & Marvin Fawley
Joan Gage
Vicki & Leon Gershner
Priscilla Green
Rochelle C. Greenwood
Karen Griebling*
Valencia & Marcus Guinn
Sandy Miller Hays*
Mrs. Ardith Helms
Frank & Chris Herring
Mary Bea & Ken Hiegel
Durham Hill
William Hoak
Ted Holder & Joe Van den Heuvel
Dawn & Otis Howe III
Judy & Dr. Robert Jilka
Margaret & Peter Johnson
William B. Jones
Joanna Klett
Soheila Korourian
Wendy & Craig Lair
Margaret J. Laney
Kathy & George Lease
Caroline Lemen & Norbert 

Nielubowski*
Bobbye & Rabbi Eugene Levy
Charlotte Linch
John Lindley
Scott Luchesi
John Mac Leod III
Drs. Floyd W. & Rebecca E. Martin
Beth & Carl Mason*
Jennifer & Mark McCarty
Sandra McDonald
Mary Jo McLin
Mrs. Jane P. McMullin
Diane & Dr. Barry McVinney*
Vickey & Dr. James Metrailer
Mike Metzler
Dr. David F. Miller
Stephen R. Mitchell
Walter Mueller

I N D I V I D U A L  S U P P O R T  c o n t i n u e d



Lorene & James Patterson
Regina & John Peña
Betty & Dr. Mark Peterson
Jane & John Prather
Stephen Ragland
Drs. Greg & Kay Reed
Cathey & Ken Robbins
Joy C. Rockenbach
Brent & Terrie Shires
Bob & Connie Shoemaker
Judi & Steve Short
Melanie & William Siegel*
Margo & Roger Sims
Denise & Dennis Spence
Caroline Stevenson
Peiyi Tang & Ming Fo Tao
Pollye S. Tharp
Kimberly & Jamin Townsan
Sheila Vaught
Sue Walls
Cappy & Charles Whiteside III
Koasina L. Williams
Charles Williams
Dr. John & Jenna Wray 
Audrey & Lee Wright
Ginger & Nicholas Wright
Linda Young

SUPPORTER ($100+)
Anonymous
Meagan & Daniel Adams
Barbara Allen
Resi Allen
Melinda Alvord
Annette Anderson
Kwabena Appiah
Janet Aronson
Bill Barnes
Camilo Barreto
Shelby Church & Jack Barry
Janet & Phil Bartos
Jeannie M.A. Bates
Glenda Bean
Vickie Becker
Sue & Dick Blake
Edwin Blankenship
Sally & Timothy Blewett
Brett & Andrea Bolan
R. Gayle Bone
John Bowyer
Arthur Browning
Alice Browning
Frances & Sam Buchanan
Sherry Buffington
Mary Jane & John C. Calhoun
Roger & Mary Jean Cannell
Larry & Beth Carpenter
Clarissa Cassol
Sharla Chalfant
Patrick Cheng & Jennifer Co
Renée Chérie Clark
Ellon & Rogers† Cockrill
Cathi Compton
Donna & David Cone
Lesley & Tony Cooper
Nate Coulter

Mr. & Mrs. Dwight Cowan
Michael Cox
Cynthia Crone
Lynne Crow
Anne H. Crow
Amanda Claire Curcio
Dr. Sarah Dailey
Kate Dalton
Elizabeth & Alex Daniel
Denny Davies
Leanne Day-Simpson
Sharon L. Deems
Robert & Lucille DeGostin
Jane & Ralph Doty
Joanna & David Douglass
Dr. Lee Lee Doyle
Ernest Dumas
Edward & Cynthia Dunlap
Nan Ellen East
Marleen Eddlemon*
Jeffrey Estes
Angela Evans
Anne Park Farella
Anne Felan
Will Feland
Drs. Ryan & Caris Fitzgerald
Linda & John Fordyce
Jan & Tom Fowler
Dona & Dr. Jerry Friend
Kim Fullerton
Barbara J. Garza
Diana & Johnny Glaze
Linda & Chris Glover
Jenni & Rocky Goodman*
Sally & Chuck Goss
Linda Graves
Sue Hale
Carolyn & Bob Hankins
Lester & Rosemary Hany
Shelton & Victoria Harden
Ann & Price Harned
Kim Harper
Dr. Adam & Emily Harrell
Meloney Harris
Janis Harrison
Meritt Harrison
Nancy Haynes
Harold & Pam Hays
Martha Heiple
Jean P. Hendrix
William Hiers
Zoe & Gary Hines
Steve Hinsley
Mary Jane & Drew Hodges
George Hoefer
William Holmes
Arnold & Jan Holtberg
Logan Hudson
Scott Huffman
James Hyden
Walt Davis & Drew Irvin
Susan Jenkins
Erma Jenkins-Watts*
Elisha Johnson
Mary Jane & Dr. Ricky Johnson
Ronald T. Johnson

Deeanne Jones
Shelli Jordan
Linda & Phil Keller
Valerie Kelly
Dianna Kilburn
Katherine & Richard Kluender
Gay & Wayne Knight
Patricia Koller
Joseph & Sheila Kuonen
Catherine Lavey
Lauriann Lines
Shuliang Liu
Marianne & Harry Lubansky
Kayleen Hill & Stanley Luczkowski
Lewis Machen
Cammie & David Mackey
Suzanne Mallory
Michelle & Mark Mann
Vernon Markham
Garth Martin†
Jane & Robert Martin
Lisa & Luigi Martone
Adam Massey
Nell Matthews
Brenda Mauldin
Christine & George Mayo
Brandon & Heather Mazander
Steven McClelland
Crata Castleberry &  

David McCullough
Nancy McGill
Maradyth Mckenzie
John B. & Betsy L. Meador
Ginny & Mike Misch
Dr. Rita L. Monsen
Will & Dr. Karla Montgomery
Melissa Moody
Theresa Morris & Judy Holler
Christine Mouw
Dr. Mayumi Nakagawa  

& Mr. John Lai
Juanita Nesbitt
Daryl Newcomb
Diana & Paul Nolte
David Obrien
Michael Obrien
EJ Oldner
Ranko & Philip Oliver
Richard Patterson
Charlotte & David Paul
Drs. Ayse & Hakan Paydak
Paul Peek
Joy Pemberton
K.J. & J.G. Pennington
John Perez
Lynda & Terry Perry
Dr. & Mrs. Ruston Pierce
Carolyn & John Pittman
Dr. Rob A. Porter
Eugenie Power
Shanna Raper
Mary Lou & Terry Rasco
Foster & Judy Reed
Felton Rhodes
Grace Ellen Rice
Laura & Dr. W. David Richards

*Denotes Sustaining Donors of the Arkansas Symphony Orchestra, contributing monthly to support music  
and music education across Arkansas. You can become a sustaining donor at ArkansasSymphony.org/donate.

†Deceased donor



Kathryn Roberts
Elizabeth Robison
Kendra D. Roesner
Leann Rogers
A. Andre & Louise Rollefson
Elisa & Dr. Ashley Ross
John Sagan
Lisa G. Sallings
Lynn Schaefer
Lou Cree & John Schallhorn
Troy Schmit
Kari Schulz
Laura Schulz
Cathy Schwartz
Mary Jo & Steve Scott
Robert Seekatz
Steve Sharp
Johnnie Shinn
Kay & Jerry Shurgar
Meraj & Dr. Shazia Siddiqui
Mary & Dr. Hugh Silkensen
Pat Sisterhen
Diane & Bob Skinner
Sue Smith
Ron & Ann Snow
Gregory Sorenson
Robert Soto
Michael & Marion Sowka
David & Beverly Staggs
Brenda N. Stallings
Virginia Stanick
William Stanley
Susan Steelman
Kate Stewart
Janet & Michael Stewart
Jeannette & Karl Straub
Adam Strauss
K.A. Strock
Cynthia Stroud
Susan Sullivan
Paula Swaim
Jeffrey Taylor
Celia Thompson
Valerie Thwing
Mary Todd
Pietro Tomassi
Donna & Randall Toney
Karan Tyner
Shirley Vanderslice
Stephanie & John Vanderslice*
Helen & Delbert Vanlandingham
Michael & Debra Walden
Jeanne Walker
Janise Walker
Lynn & A. J. Walsh
GB & Marybeth Ward
Frank Warren
Dr. Pam & LTC Stan L. Warrick
Susan & Gordon White
Ralph Wilcox

John C. Williams
Darrin & Nicole Williams
Kimberly Williams
Phil Williams
Darren Winkler
Brian & Kerry Winkler
Dr. & Mrs. Matthew Winston
Betty Winter
Barbara & Dr. George Wise
Mary Ann Witcraft
Aaron Wunsch
Clinton Young

HONORARIUMS

Benjamin Abraham
Donna & Joseph† Bates

Glenn Beasley
Mary Jo Beasley

Diane Allen &  
René Bressinck, MD
Anonymous

ASO Brass Quintet
Richard Swingen

Barbara Burroughs
Anonymous
Dr. Teresita L. Angtuaco
Janet Aronson
Anna & Dr. Nathaniel Cooney
Linda T. Gonzalez
Sybil J. Hampton
Nancy Shepard
Dr. Theodora Vanderzalm

Mary Frances Cotham
Donna & Joseph† Bates

Jan Hundley
Pamela J. Estes
Nancy & Richard Jorgensen

Jim Kelly
Hot Springs/Hot Springs Village 

Symphony Guild

Carolyn & Paul Lasseigne
Wesley, Kelly, Peyton,  

and Lauren Lasseigne

Christina Littlejohn
Peter Abell
Jennifer Cobb

Norma Moore
Dale Ronnel

Lynn Parker
Anonymous

Geoffrey Robson &  
Dr. Kristen O’Connell
Dr. Lee Lee Doyle

Geoffrey Robson
Suzanne & Dr. Earl Babbie
Barbara & Lee Burroughs
Melanie & Dr. Clif Christopher
Drs. Denise Compton  

& Doug Owens
Annette Connaway
Lindsey & Isaiah Cosio
Anna Cox & Jim Rule
Nancy & Tom Crow
Dr. Sarah Dailey
Laura & Brandon Dorris
Dr. Lee Lee Doyle
Jennifer Ellis
Doris Freshour
Brigita Gardner 
Kimberly Hillis & Dr. Jean Matchett
Jan & Dr. Randal Hundley
Joanna Klett
Christina Littlejohn
Nancy & Richard Jorgensen
Peter & Pattie O’Connell
Lynn & Chris Parker 
Dr. Phillip & Janice Peters
Leanna & David Renfro
Beth Robison
Drs. Cynthia Ross  

& Martin Hauer-Jensen
Jim Rule
Kari Schulz
Nan Selz
Steven W. Shirm, M.D
Dr. Jeannette Shorey  

& Mr. Lindsay Thomas
Leanne Day-Simpson
Brian Wolverton

Rockefeller Quartet
Chapter X PEO Sisterhood 

Joy Rockenbach
Mary Lou & Terry Rasco

Dale Ronnel
Donna & Joseph† Bates
Sally Stockley Johnson
Bobbye & Rabbi Gene Levy
Teuna & Art Pfeifer
Jennifer & Steven Ronnel
Sue Sims

E. Lee Ronnel Family
Friends of Steve Ronnel

Faculty of the E. Lee Ronnel  
String Academy
Caroline Lemen

Art & Nan Squire
Sarah C. Squire

Pat Becker & Jim Wallis
Donna & Joseph† Bates

Evan Ware
Lisa & Amanda Philyaw Perez 

I N D I V I D U A L  S U P P O R T  c o n t i n u e d



MEMORIALS

Philp S. Anderson
Annette Connaway

Ralph Cotham
Phyllis & Michael Barrier
Donna & Joseph† Bates
Trish & Bob Birch
Maggie & Alex Carr
Annette Connaway
Alice & Les Cooner
Lynn Crowder
Sherrill Garland
Fran Henderson & Mike Watts
Ouida & George Keck
Doris Krain
Susan & Dr. James Marsh
Douglas H. Martin
Mary Ann & Bob McKuin
Mr. & Mrs. Shawn McMurray
Leslie, Allison, & Melanie Plowman
Radiology Consultants of Little Rock
Bobby L. Roberts
Steve & Jennifer Ronnel
Lara & Ethan Schock
Dr. & Mrs. A. Henry Thomas
Gus Vratsinas
Kitty Whitten

Elisabeth Elliot
Lars Gren

Dwight Estes
Diane Tait

Shirley Ann Gentry
Friday, Eldredge & Clark
Phil Hurley
Janet & Bud Jones
Alicia Mosley
Roberta Saxon & Howard Gordon

Eric Coleman Gillette
Martin & Gweneth Smithers

Kathleen “Kak” Madden 
Henriksson 
Jim Rule

Eugene & Shirley Jennings
Blake Smith

Philip Kaplan
Anonymous
Alan J. Abrams
Janet Aronson
Suzanne & Dr. Earl Babbie
Nancy J. & Charles Baker
Mark Barkman
Ruth & Jim Bell
Max & Ellen Brantley
Anncha Briggs
Matilda Buchanan
Betty Callaway
Beth & Steven Cole
Ms. Annette Connaway  

& Mr. Philip† Anderson
Sally Ann Cravens
Nancy S. Daily

Elizabeth & Richard Davies
Robin Fish
Angela Gieras
Debbie Guss & Vivian Koettel
Regina & Stephen Haralson
Fran Henderson & Mike Watts
Betsy & Cyril Hollingsworth
Andrew & Sheryl Kaplan
Mrs. Kaye Leonard
Bobbye & Rabbi Gene Levy
JoAnn & William Maxey
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas F. McLarty III
Dr. & Mrs. Robert B. Moore
Cynthia E. Nance
Dr. Phillip & Janice Peters
Nancy & Tad Phillips
David & Liz Powell
Martha & Thomas Rimmer
Mrs. Dale Ronnel
Dewitt & Cindy Smith
Lloyd & Marcy Snow
Gus Vratsinas
Marsha H. Winters

David Koskoski
Charles, Martha, Laney,  

and Susan Alman
Eric Brummitt
Lori & William Hines
Nancy & Richard Jorgensen
Scott Koskoski, Michael Kokoski,  

and Mary Jo Rivaldo
Rafael & Susan Bell León
Drew Central Class of 1987
Emily & David McDonald
Becky & John Womack

Laura Manthey
Mary Beth Bemberg 

George Mitchell
Karen & Curtis Barnett
Tamey & Michael Craig
Frank & Kay Fellone
Foundation Resource  

Management, Inc.
Janet & Greg Hartz
Charlie W. Kinslow
Letty & Hall McAdams
William & Ann Robertson
Mrs. Dale Ronnel
Patricia & Joe Smith
Dr. Sarah Shell & Jeffery F. Teague
Gus Vratsinas
Dan & Catherine Young

Jack Myers
Judy & J. Mayne Parker

Darius Nelson
Kari Schulz

Ernestine “Tene” Nichols
Bobby Roberts

Ann Blair Parke
Julianne Dante Grundfest
Martha N. Sowell

Lee Ronnel
Dr. Ruth Marie Allen
Janet Aronson
Dana & Scott Averbuch
Bank of America
Phyllis & Michael Barrier
Debbie & Rob Bass
Donna & Joseph† Bates
Ruth & Jim Bell
Trish & Bob Birch
Anne E. Boyd
Lee & Robin Brown
Helen Buchanan
Mary Ann Carlisle
James & Michelle Carney
Scott Whiteley Carter
Centennial Bank
Honi & Neil Cohen
Jennifer & Randy Coleman
Cynthia L. Conger
Ralph & Mary Frances Cotham
Anne H. Crow
Elizabeth & Richard Davies
Dan & Jill DeHart
Dr. Jim Deer, Jr
Ashley Deutser & Joe Levin
Kathy Duncan
John & Gail Eyler
First Community Bank
Arnold & Mickey Fisher
Karen & John Flake
Shirley Ford
Dr. Beverly Foster & T. Martin Davis
Karla Fournier & Michael Underwood
Liz & Matt Furman 
Gerdau / Chaparral, Midlothian
Lynn & Scott Ghertner
Helen & Fred Harrison
Arthur & Jeannine Hart
Jim & Gay Hathaway
Howard & Barbara Hawes
Betty & Jerry Herron
Martha & J. French Hill
Betsy & Cyril Hollingsworth
Jan & Dr. Randal Hundley
Mimi M. & Joe B. Hurst
Jim & Sharon Hussey
ISRI Gulf Coast Chapter
Richard Jaffre
Charlie & Robin Johnson
Chris & Meredith Johnson
Sally Stockley Johnson
Bob & Emily Jones
Nancy & Richard Jorgensen
JSI Metal Recycling
Ruthe & Philip Kaplan
Ouida & George Keck
Mary Lowe Kennedy
Joanna Klett
Janet & Scott Korenblat
Peter & Trudy Kumpe
Dr. & Mrs. James F. Kyser
Janet Levine
Bobbye & Rabbi Gene Levy
Danny & Linda Linn
Christina Littlejohn

*Denotes Sustaining Donors of the Arkansas Symphony Orchestra, contributing monthly to support music  
and music education across Arkansas. You can become a sustaining donor at ArkansasSymphony.org/donate.

†Deceased donor



Susan & Dr. James Marsh
Longview Scrap & Metal
Robert & Anne McCarley
Jennifer & Mark McCarty
Ranell & Gregg McClellan
Kavanagh McCoy
Susan McCoy
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas F. McLarty III
Robert Melendi
Mike Metzler
Sandy L. Middleton-Marshall  

& John R. Marshall
Mary & Mark Millsap
Dr. & Mrs. George K. Mitchell
Bob & Norma Moore
Kathryn E. Moore
Bob Moses
Lynne G. Moses
James Nelson
Jon & Julie Newsum
Mr. & Mrs. Walter Nunnelly III
Dee & John L. Ostner
Ozark Steel Company
Herb & Becky Peach
Alice & Robert Pfeiffer
Nancy & Tad Phillips
Cynthia Pitts
Christy Priester
Senator & Mrs. David Pryor
Phil Purifoy & Tom Fennell
Quattlebaum, Grooms & Tull PLLC
Joanna Ridgway
Dana B. Ritchie
Ellen & Paul Schifman
Catherine & Scott Roberts
Vicki Roche
SDI & Omnisource Team
Gordon & Dana Silaski
Sue Sims
Harriet & Warren Stephens
Elizabeth & Dr. Chris Stinnett
Susan Strauss
Monte & Nelda Stuck
Carol Sullivan
Sunshine Recycling, Inc.
Lou & Melinda Tobian
Melissa & Martin Thoma
Sylvia & Frank Thomas
Thomas Engineering Company
Tracye & Larry Townley
Gus Vratsinas
Lawrence H. Williams  

Charitable Fund
Mark & Marsha Williams
Patti & James Womble

Dr. C.E. & Helen Smith
Blake Smith

Robert E. Spaulding
Nancy Spaulding

Katherine Stanick
Suzanne & Dr. Earl Babbie
Ruth Bell
Mike & Becky Matthews 
Ms. Paula Swaim

Dr. Judyth Swingen
Dr. Robert M. Bedard  

& Prof. Jean Bedard
Mary & Ken Bown
Orinda & Rick Christoph
Cynthia L. Conger
Karla Fournier &  

Michael Underwood
Fran Henderson & Mike Watts
Rebecca Knutson
Lafollette Class of 1965
Nancy Lindell-Johnson
Alan & Janet Nye
Ed Owen
Helen & Dick Schoebel

Sam Trotter
Betsey Chalmers
Gretchen Haggerty
Robert & Allyson Murphy Kozich
Pat Compton Pearcy
Jane Trotter Wilson & Robert Wilson

Ron Winters
Nan Selz
Melissa & Martin Thoma

John Leslie Witherspoon
Amber, Alan, & Anna Beth Bagley
Elizabeth Brandon
Robin & Lee Brown
Jack & Barbara Cherry
Club Consultants LLC
Scott & Libby Davis
Dr. Beverly Foster & T. Martin Davis
Karen & John Flake
Jane Gillespie
Kevin Horn
JSW Properties LLC
Sheila & T. Michael Mehaffy
Judge Randy Morley & Steve Morley
William Jordan Patty
Herb & Becky Peach
Nancy & Tad Phillips
Sara & Samuel Reeves
Gus Vratsinas
Cappy & Charles Whiteside III
Mark Williamson

George Worthen
Charles Law
Sherry Worthen

I N D I V I D U A L  S U P P O R T  c o n t i n u e d

Gifts made between 3/1/23 & 9/4/2024. If you have questions, 
please contact Sarah Dailey in the ASO Development office  
at (501) 666-1761, ext. 112 or sdailey@ArkansasSymphony.org.

*Denotes Sustaining Donors of the Arkansas Symphony Orchestra, contributing monthly to support music  
and music education across Arkansas. You can become a sustaining donor at ArkansasSymphony.org/donate.

†Deceased donor



†Deceased donor

CORPORATE & FOUNDATION

The ASO gratefully acknowledges the following corporations and 
foundations for their generous annual support, including gifts-in-kind  
and matching gifts.

PLATINUM ($50,000+)
Arkansas Arts Council
Arkansas-Democrat Gazette
Arkansas Symphony Orchestra Guild
Ghidotti Communications
National Endowment for the Arts
Stella Boyle Smith Trust
Roy & Christine Sturgis Charitable 

Trust, Bank of America, N.A., Trustee

GOLD ($25,000+)
Arkansas Community Foundation
Cranford Co.
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
Parker Audi Little Rock  

Exclusive Automobile Sponsor of  
the Arkansas Symphony Orchestra

Saracen Casino Resort 
Opus Ball After Party Sponsor

Simmons Bank 
Opus Ball Education  
Challenge Sponsor

Sissy’s Log Cabin 
Opus Ball Live Auction Sponsor  
& Exclusive Jeweler of the  
Arkansas Symphony Orchestra

Vratsinas Foundation
Windgate Foundation

SILVER ($15,000+)
Arkansas Blue Cross and Blue Shield
Bank of America
Cindy & Chip Murphy Foundation
Entergy Arkansas
Metal Recycling Corporation
Rebsamen Fund
Thoma Thoma

BRONZE ($10,000+)
Arvest Foundation
Bailey Construction & Consulting LLC
Bank OZK
CDCM Foundation
Dillard’s, Inc.
First Orion
Little Rock Convention  

and Visitors Bureau
Little Rock Soirée
Marion & Miriam Rose Fund,  

Bank of America, N.A.,  
Co-Trustee

Mary Anna Chop Charitable Trust
Pettus Interiors
UAMS

CRYSTAL ($5,000+)
Bass Family Charitable 
Arkansas Health & Wellness 

(Centene Corporation)

Arvest Bank
Costa Rica Vistas
DoubleTree Hotel
FORVIS, LLP
Friday, Eldredge & Clark
Hot Springs/Hot Springs Village 

Symphony Guild
Legacy Capital
The Methodist Foundation  

for Arkansas
Mitchell, Williams, Selig,  

Gates & Woodyard, P.L.L.C.
Nabholz Construction
Numzaan Safaris
Prospect Terrace LLC
Raymond James Charitable 

Endowment Fund
Robert C. & Anne A. Hickman 

Foundation
Russellville Symphony Guild
Schwab Charitable
Stephens, Inc.
UAMS Faculty Friends  

of the ASO

SUPPORTING
Anonymous
Abuelo’s Restaurant
Adventureworks Hot Springs
Albemarle Foundation
Alpha Lit Little Rock
American Eagle Outfitters
American Online Giving  

Foundation, Inc.
Andy’s Frozen Custard
Arkansas Cinema Society
Arkansas Repertory Theatre 
Arkansas Travelers
Arsaga’s Coffee Roasters 
Bailey Construction & Consulting LLC
Bank of America  

Charitable Gift Fund
Barefoot Studios
Bark Bar
Bark Box
Bass Family Charitable  

Foundation
Bella Vita Jewelry
Blue Cake Company
Brown Foundation
Buffalo Co.
The Capital Hotel
Carl Miller, Jr. Foundation
Celebrity Attractions
Central Arkansas  

Chamber Winds
Colonial Wines & Spirits
Crepes Paulette
The Croissanterie
CyberGrants LLC
Davidson Law Firm
T. Martin Davis & Dr. Bev Foster

Delta Dirt Distillery
Discovery Park of America
Dizzy’s Gypsy Bistro
Dugan’s Pub
Dust Bowl Lanes & Lounge
Edward Jones Charitable Gift Fund
El Sur Street Food Co.
Fiser Development LLC
Fleet Feet
The Good Earth Garden Center
Happy Glamper
Harrison Energy Partners
Happy Glamper
Hound’s Lounge
Hussman Family Foundation
The Janet Jones Company
Just Peachy
Kendra Scott
Little Rock Climbing Center
Little Rock Racquet Club
Little Rock Rangers
LPL Financial
Marina Ivanovsky
Markham & Fitz
Jimmy Martin & Drew Jansen
Microplane
Mid-America Science Musuem
Moonlight Mixes
New York Life Insurance
Nothing Bundt Cakes
Onyx Coffee Lab
Origami Sake
The Painted Pig
Parkway Automotive
The Peabody - Memphis
Pink House Alchemy
Pleasant Valley Country Club
Powder & Smoke
Raising Canes
Rebsamen Golf Course
Reynolds Performance Hall
Rock Town River Outfitters
Rockwater Marina
The Root Café
Rose Law Firm
S-C Seasoning Company
Shangri La Resort
Shotgun Dan’s Pizza
St. Louis Cardinals
Matt Stone
SVN ArkBest Realty LLC
Taziki’s Mediterranean Café
Barry Thomas
Three Fold Noodles & Dumpling Co.
Top Golf
Trinity United Methodist Church
USAble Life
USBank
Van Brimer Family Foundation
W.W. and Anne Jones  

Charitable Trust

Supporting



ARKANSAS SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

ADMINISTRATION

Christina Littlejohn
Chief Executive Officer

Lacy Estrada 
Finance Director

Jennifer Ellis 
Finance

Darren Winkler
Executive Coordinator

ARTISTIC
Geoffrey Robson
Music Director

Valery Saul
Associate Conductor

DEVELOPMENT  
& MARKETING
David Renfro
Chief Development Officer

Brandon Dorris
Marketing Director

Elisha Johnson
Associate Director of  
Audience Engagement

Kari Schulz
Associate Director  
of Development

Ken’Terra Williams
Special Events Project Manager

Kortnee Kalberer
Patron Services Manager  
and Executive Assistant

Sarah Dailey
Development Coordinator

Brian Wolverton
Patron Engagement Specialist

EDUCATION &  
ARTISTIC OPERATIONS
Beth Robison
Director of Education and  
Community Engagement

Joanna Klett
Education Coordinator

Katherine Williamson
String Academy Director

Geronimo Oyenard
Orchestra Librarian and  
String Academy Faculty

Leanne Day-Simpson
Artistic Operations Manager 

Marc Nelson
Production Manager

Durham Hill
ASOYE Manager and  
Development Associate

Matthew Sewell
Photographer

BOARD OF ADVISORS
Terri Smith, chair
Karen Barnwell
Glenn Beasley
Peyton Bishop
Deitra Blackwell 
Luana Bracy
Dr. Marico Bryant-Howe
Dr. Gwendolyn Bryant-Smith
Caitlin Campbell 
Jon Claas
Renée Clark
Chuck Cliett 
Michael Cox
Patty Crabbe
Nancy Crow
Cynthia Dawson
Nick Dawson
Dr. Jennifer Dillaha
John DiPippa
Karen DiPippa
Kristen Duckworth
Matt Duckworth
Jack East
Maryann East 
Chuck Eckerson 
Kathy Eckerson 
Don Evans 
Dr. Charles Feild 
Doris Freshour
Joanne Gay
Larry Gay
Ken Gould
Dr. James Graham 
Dr. Chuck Hiller
Karen Holliday 
Cyril Hollingsworth
Ron Holmes
Jim Hudson
Tanya James
Colleen Jayroe
Cara Jones
Lillian Jones
William B. Jones
Stephen Kahler
Dr. George Keck

Dr. Ouida Keck
Larry Kircher 
Jules Kumpuris 
Baker Kurrus
Virginia Kurrus
Colin MacKnight
Anne Marie Maddox 
George Makris III
Floyd Martin
Mark McCarty 
Molly McNulty 
Dr. Jay Mehta
Dr. Paulette Mehta
Dr. Steve Metzer
Carl Moneyhon
Susan Petty-Moneyhon
Roberta Monson
Marita Nazarian
Dr. Sarkis Nazarian
Dr. Alvah Nelson
Fran Nelson
Darius Nelson† 
Elizabeth Nyhus
Paul Nyhus
Ron Oberlag
Pattie O’Connell
Peter O’Connell
Marilyn Oliver
Tricia Peacock
Pat Compton Pearcy 
Harriett Phillips 
Lynne Phillips
Linda Powell
David Prickitt
Katherine Reynolds
Daniel Rousseau 
Kathryn Rubenstein
William Rubenstein
Mike Schmitz
Susan Schmitz
Shannon Schoening
Sally Sedelow
Dr. Joanna Seibert
Dr. Robert Seibert
Bill Siegel 
Martha Smither
Vic Snyder 
Barbara Sprague 
Lauren Stanbridge 
Jo Stoltz
Pat Torvestad
Judy Trice
Karron Wages 
Dr. Charlie Watkins
Terri Watkins
Camille Williams
Janet Williams 
Dr. Louis Young†Deceased



501-340-8787
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-William Shakespeare

Play Your Part Well 
and Recycle Right.

Where 
every 
home is  
a hit!

Todd Armstrong    
501-626-6102

toddarmstrongrealestate.com



Plan your visit today at  
clintonpresidentialcenter.org

I invite you to visit the  
Clinton Presidential Center

#ClintonCenter20

Open for  
lunch and  
weekend  
brunch!

Inside the Clinton Center
42barandtable.org  |  @42barandtable

501-537-0042

bar and table

Margaret-Wyatt_1-4p_V_2.341 x 3.9035

1521 macon dr, little rock  |  martinous.com

AR E A RUG  
CLE A NING

CUSTOM RUGS

H A NDMADE  
RUGS

QUALIT Y MACHINE 
MADE RUGS

501-224-0313



SCHOOL OF PERFORMING ARTS
O F F E R I N G  
degrees in 
Bachelor of Music:

• Performance 
• Musical Theatre 
• Music Education,  

Choral or Instrumental

Bachelor of Arts:
• Music
• Music Industry
• Worship Studies
• Theatre Arts
• Theatre Education 

Bachelor of Fine Arts:
• Musical Theatre

Minor:
• Dance

SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE
Accepting both online and in-person  
auditions. Scholarships available both 
for music and non-music majors.  

OBU.EDU/AUDITION

LEARN: OBU.EDU/SOPA
QUESTIONS: AUDITION@OBU.EDU
APPLY: OBU.EDU/APPLY 
CALL: 1.800.DIAL.OBU

 Scan the QR code 
to learn more  
about Performing  
Arts at Ouachita.





A SEASON TO CONNECT US ALL
TICKETS NOW ON SALE!

WWW.BALLETARKANSAS.ORG
ONE OF AMERICA’S TOP 75 BALLET COMPANIES

ONE VISIT
AND YOU’LL BE

BIG ON 
LITTLE ROCK

ARKANSAS MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS

THEPLAYBILL.ORG



ACOUSTIC

LIVE
VIBRANT LOCAL

ART
FAMILY-FRIENDLY

FOLK

EMERGING ARTISTS

STORYTELLING
PERFORMANCESMELODIES

EXHIBITION

BLUEGRASS

MUSIC

DISCUSSIONS AMERICANA

BLUES

HOMEGROWN

TALKS

COMMUNITY VOICES THEATER

Oct. 18

DINO-LIGHT
A GLOW-IN-THE-DARK ADVENTURE

Oct. 26Oct. 26

Jazz AmbassadorsUS ARMY FIELD BAND

Nov. 17 Jan. 25

Feb. 21Feb. 21 Mar. 6
ARKANSAS SYMPHONY

ORCHESTRA

CHARTS THEATER 2024-25 SEASON
Center for Humanities and Arts (CHARTS)  ♦  3000 West Scenic Drive, North Little Rock

Legacy Termite & Pest Control  ♦  Alessi Keyes Construction
Riggs Cat  ♦  Innerplan  ♦  Standard Business Systems  ♦  First Security Bank

This season has been made possible by our sponsors. Thank you.

For Tickets and Info
Visit: www.uaptc.edu/charts
E-Mail: advancement@uaptc.edu

To find a doctor, visit
UAMS.Health/Playbill
or call 501-686-8000.

we            here for a 
better state of health

From cancer to orthopaedics, 
family care to geriatrics, and 
everything in between. UAMS 
Health strives to ensure you 
have access to the best care, 
right here close to home. 
With a staff of the best 
and brightest, personalized 
medicine and convenient 
access to clinics, you can 
feel confident knowing the 
state of your health is in 
exceptional hands.
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